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Imnmip air and sea warfare against the English bomeland. I therefore

BATTLE OF BRITAIN PHASE ONE

1 order 1o establish the necessary conditions for the final conquest of Er
1. The German Air Force is to overpower the English Air Force with
e 10 be directed

command, in the shortest time possible. The attacks are

flying units, their ground installations and their supply organisat

aircraft industry, including that manufacturing anti-aircraft equ
the air war is 1o ¢

After achieving temporary or local air superiority

in particular against stores of food, and also against

port
interior of the country. Attacks on the south coast ports will be
of our own forthcoming operations

on enemy warsbips and merchant sk

vens to pre

in view

3. On the otber hand, air attacks

except where some particularly favourable target bap

attacks would lend additional effectiveness to those mentioned i

such attacks are necessary for the training of aircrews for fur
4. The intensified air warfare will be carried out in such a way that tbe A

time be called upon to give adequate support to naval opera
It must also be ready to take part in full force in Operation Seal

5.1 reserve to myself the right to decide on terror attacks as measures
6. The. lnlenslﬁcanun of the air war may begin on or after 5 August. Tbe exact
de de i mmnafpmnm of the weatbe
7.The Navy fs authorised the proposed intensified war the same time

Directive No.I7 for the Condsict of Air &
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RIGHT: The B 109 E3 bek

nd white details The spinnet s believed to be Black Green 70.

Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-3 Hptm. Giinther
Liitzow Gruppenkommandeur 1./JG 3

The Bf 109 £-3 of the Gruppenkommandeur of 1./G 3, Hptm.
Gunther Litzow as seen at Montécouvez In late May. Finished

Balkenkrouz and the JG 3 Tatzelwurm' on the cowling in the
Stab colour of green. The six Abschuss bars on the rudder are
belleved to have been black and the spinner black-groen.

(116 3 at Montécouvez in May
style canopy, the six black victory bars on the
rdder and the grecn Tacschwerm’

© is Do fusclage mottl and the aircraft carries a sandand
uselage Balkenkreuz and Hakenkreuz

Invasion?

“The British have lost the war, but they don't know it; one must give them time and
they will come round.
Adof Hiter commenting 1o Genera! Alrd Jod folowing the Franco German Arnistice in Juna 1940

J e, 1940 and Germany was g the crest of 2 wave. Virally everythig in the campaigns
against France and the Low Countries had gone according to plan. In a period of less than two
months much of Western Europe had been brought under German occupation and control. Al that now
stood between Germany and complete domination of the whole area was Great Britain. A victorious
Adolf Hitler, although preaccupied with his thoughts on the conquest of Russia, now looked for a rapid
and favourable decision in the war against Britain and retained the hope that a negotlated settlement
with her could be reached. However, s it became increasingly clear that no such agreement would be
forthcoming, his attention began to focus on the forceful subjugation of the island Kingdom, including
if necessary, its invasion and occupation.

With no Indication that a peaceful settiement of any kind would be reached, the OKW was now
given the task of preparing for and, if necessary, achieving the successful invasion of Great Brtain.
For an nvasion to succeed, it would have to take place within a three-month period of anticipated good
weather under complete air superiority, and before the onset of the autumnal channel gales.

“The near future will show whether Britain will do the reasonable thing in the light of
our victories or will try to carry on the war alone. In the latter case the war will Involve
Britain’s destruction and may last a long time.”

o8 to Hptm. Gnther Litzo,

0 the nose with black, red

1./1G 3 badgo

d the OKW Ger

With their record of military successes, it is not surprising that both ¢
Staff retained a purely continental view of carrying out such an invasion; an operation wh ey
Jikened to @ powerful river crossing on a broad front with the Luftwaffe taking the place of artill
was belleved that the wellproven Blitzkrieg tactic, i.e. destruction of the opposing air force
by the rapid advance of the German Army with it powerful and direct ir support would also succ
against Great Britain. There was, however, one major difference ~ the Royal Air Force; it was the sing
most powerful air force yet encountered by the Luftwaffe, Bearing this and their recent successes
against other European ai forces in mind, the Oberkommando dor Luftwaffe ostimated that It
complete destruction would take onger than the 12 10 48 hours taken to defeat each of the air forces
fought previously. Furthermore, it was known that the British would put up a fierce and determined fig
in defence of their homeland. Based on these calculations, the OKL predicted that, in the event
an invasion should take place, a period of four days would be noeded to secure total ai superioriy in
the immediate invasion area. It further anticipated that in the wake of a successful invasion, the
complete destruction of the Royal Air Force could be achieved within a period of no more than three
weeks. The key to the successful completion of any invasion, however, would be German supremacy
in the air

“The landing In England, prepared down to the smallest detall, could not be attempted
before the British air arm was completely beaten”.

Genersi Altred Jod, Minchen, Noverber 194
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ABOVE: S8 troops cxamine the wreek of an RAF Blcinheim shot down in

ABOVE: An RAF Bristol Blenheim light bomber
France or Belgium during the carly summer of 1940.

abandoncd at an unidentifid French location
during the Briish withdrawal from France.

ABOVE: A German soldicr poses for a photograph in the cockpit of s ABOVE: Abandoned French Caudron fighters formerly used by Polish volunteer pilots.
o the fall of

est that it bek
group of Polish volunteer pilots who fought in the Baule of France.

1 the fusclage su

ABOVE: A damaged French Morane Saulnicr MS10GC lies abandaned on an AT
unidentified airficld following the fall of France

BELOW: Fairey Battlcs of 103 Sqn. of the RAFs Advanced Air Striking Force were
stationed at Béthénville during the carly summer of 1940, This aircrat was shot down
during the batile of France and has atiracted the curiosity of German personnel.

ABOVE A Dewoitine D521
b upement 24 GC 1/3

F 1 during the battle of
France This was the first and only

anit (0 operate the type, which
became operational on 11 May 1940,

RIGHT. The remnants of France's once

proud and pawerful ai force are collected at
ughout the country

p The aircraft in the

F2221

ing over Dunkirk and the ¢

ot the fights
h and Belgian coasts, R

diffcrent locat
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‘Studie Blau’ (Case Blue)

1 1940 the Luftwaffe was undoubtedly the most powerful air force in the world

but the German intelligence system was disorganised and inefficient. It was
against this background that on, 1 January 1938 Abteilung 5. the intelligence
section o the Luftwaffe General Staff was formed, tasked with the collection of
information on foreign air forces and the preparation of target information for use
in any future air war. Command of Abteilung 5 s Chief IC (Intelligence) was given
10 Major Joseph Schmid who, although a shrewd and ambitious
man, had no foreign language skills and was not a pilot. It is
perhaps significant of the value placed on intelligence by the
Luftwafe that the appointment required only the rank of Major.
For the last few months of 1938 and the first half of 1939,
Schmid and members of Abteilung 5 carried out Studies on
Poland, Russia and England. While the preliminary work on
England was being undertaken, an order was received from the
Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe, Hermann Goring.
demanding a high priority study of the air and industrial
armaments capability of Great Britain. This subject was considered so important
that a study committee was formed with Erhard Miich, Emst Udet and Hans
Jeschonnek as permanent members and Schmid as chairman. The result of this
study was a full report on Britain that appeared in July 1939 under the title of
Studie Blau’ (Case Blue). For most of the Second World War, this document would
provide the basic reference material on which attacks against England were
planned.

While realising that, militarily, England was an enemy to be respected, Schmid
had already begun to under-estimate the efficiency and potential of the RAF. During.
the latter part of 1939, he devoted most of his time to formulating an offensive plan against England
which would severely damage her, regardless of the outcome of the campaign against France. In late
November 1939, this document was issued under the title *Proposal for the Conduct of Alr Warfare
against Great Britain'. Although far-sighted, it was probably the last study in which Schmid was able to
n objective and accurate forecast concerning Britain. While the theme of this study concentrated
on the strangulation of Britains ocean supply lines and harbour facilities he neglected to take into

iccount two very important factors; the potential danger of the British radar chain and the lack of
German maritime and torpedo bombers.

Oberst Joset
Beppo Schmid, the
architect of the

flawed Studic Blau

RIGHT. The Bawdsey
Chain Home RD
o which came

into operation
Sep 936

' had
been completed
around the coast of

21 Chain Home (CID)
od 30 Chain Home
Low (CHL) statior
plus 3 mobile rescrve

b could be uscd
0 plug gaps made by

y 10 look
over Land behind.
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As the time passed, Schmid concentrated on *Studie Blay’ and the mass of information captured
by Germany with the fall of France. On 16 July 1940, having compiled and studied all of the available
background information, Schmid completed an overall survey on the qualities of the RAF and on which
the coming offensive would be based. Aside from containing numerous misleading and inaccurate
statements regarding the military and operational capabilties of the RAF, the study omitted any
reference whatsoever to the closelyknit British defence system with its radar stations, operations room
and complex HF and VHF radio network. In conclusion, Schmid stated that °... The Luftwaffe s in a
position to go over to decisive daylight operations owing to the inadequate air defences of the island.”

ENigmMa uitra decrypts and the Battle of Britain
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Although the decrypts of the Luftwaffe’s intentions clearly had an impact on the final outcome of the
Battle, exactly how far they contributed to the ultimate victory of the RAF during 1940 remains an
ongoing topic of discussion amongst historians to this day.

Preparation: July 1940

u ntil the end of the campaign in the West, the air war against Great Britain had been carried out
on a limited scale, being confined for the most part to mine-laying, attacks against merchant and
naval shipping and attacks on targets of a secondary nature. Then in June 1940, with the countries of
Western Europe under German occupation, the circumstances changed. The airfields and installations
of occupled Europe provided every facility to allow the full strength of the Luftwaffe to be strategically
deployed against Britain. However, despite being in such an advantageous position, the Luftwaffe was
faced with a formidable task, one that begged the question; */f Britain fought on, could air power alone
defeat her?" In supporting the Army in its march across Europe, the Luftwaffe had played an important
and decisive role in the tactic of Blitzkrieg. There it had been used to open each offensive by destroying
the opposing air force in the air or on the ground before joining with the rapid advance of the Army to
give powerful and direct air-support wherever needed. But in the mid-summer of 1940, for the first time
in s history, the Luftwaffe would embark on a course of action that had no precedent in the history
of modern warfare. Wholly independent of operations by the remainder of the Wehrmacht, it was to
carry out an aerial offensive aimed at decisively defeating an opposing air force and forcing the
capitulation of an entire nation.

“At this period, total air war was known only as a theoretical conception. Until then
no attempts had ever been made to wage war solely by use of air power,
independently of the Army or Navy, In order to break the fighting spirit of an enemy
equipped with modern arms.
The following were the strategic missions imposed on the Luftwaffe:
a) the blockade of Britain (in conjunction with the Navy) by air attacks

on shipping and ports;
b) softening-up for the invasion; offensive aimed at gaining air superiority;
©) forcing Britain to surrender by waging total air war against her.”

vent by General AGoi Galland on th role o the Luftwaffe in 1940 in a postwar appraisal of
the Batto of Brtai, Al Historical Branch Transiation VI/121, 1953, p11

The necessary regrouping of Luftwaffe forces.
in preparation for the assault on England
showed ttle change from those used in the
Battle for France. Luftfotten 2 and 3 had
simply extended their areas westwards into
France with a common boundary at the mouth
of the River Seine on the Channel coast. This
boundary was then extended northwards
through the centre of England to give each
Luftflotte its own sphere of operations.
Luftfiotte 2 under the command of the
competent  and  newly  promoted
Generalfeldmarschall Albert Kesselring, would
operate to the east of this boundary while
Luftfotte 3, under Generalfeldmarschall Hugo
Sperrle, similarly recently promoted, would
operate to the west. The subordinated
Fliegerkorps of each Luftflotte remained
unchanged but for one exception; Fliegerkorps
Il and IV were interchanged so that

Generalfcldmarschall
i

commander of
Lufflotte 2.

BELOW. The

Touquet, south of
Boulogne during the
summer of 1940,
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Fllegerkorps IV, based in wester France with units specialising in the antishipping role, would be

better placed 1o operate over the shipping lanes of the Irish Sea and Westem Approaches. T
Luftfotte 5, under Jirgen Stumpff, would not play any major role

in the early stages of the attack against Britain. However, its bombers and twineny

provide valuable widespread antishipping and diversionary attacks against Northern England and

Scotland which would force the RAF to keep fighter defences in the north, so weakening the a

defences in the south.

A second change introduced with this regrouping assembled the single and twinengin
units from the Fliegerkorps of each Luftfltten into two tactical fighter commands. Known
Jagdfihrer' or *Jafs" with Jafiz 2 under Luftflotte 2 and Jafi 3 under Luftflotte 3, these com
were able to retain a measure of independence in the planning of escort duties ar

ed fighters would

ABOVE. Oberst The

1940 and in such a capacity was res
3,06 26,16 52.JG 54 3nd 76 26
LEFT. Adolf Galland and Werner Makders w
Osterkamp, a veteran of the First Workd Was. be
27 July 1940.

within the operational setting of their respective Luftflotte. While similar in purpose to

acked an

Groups of the RAF that they were to face in the coming battles, they
for plotting the position of enemy aircraft, nor had they any method for contro
once airbome. Therefore, although performing the function of an operat;
operations were flown without any guidance or additional direction from th
disadvantage would undermine the whole effort of the Luftwaffe Fighter Arm.

The Luftwaffe Plan of Campaign
July 1940

ithin the overall framework of the OKW's plans for the invasion of Great Britain, the

tasks assigned to the Luftwaffe appeared straight forward enough: neutralisation of the RAF as
a fighting force and the suppression of seabome supplies to Britain by atta
shipping. Luftfltten 2 and 3 were to achieve and maintain air superiority over souther and sou
eastern England while Luftlotte § carried out diversionary attacks against Scotland and northern
England to prevent some of the defending fighter squadrons from reinforcing those in the south

Orders issued by the OKL operations staff to the three Lufflotten made it clear how these objec

Would be met. In the first phase which would continue until the end of the first week in Augu:
Luftwafe would attack British defences and carry out attacks against merchant and naval shipping. port

on its ports a

the



A German Army

occupation of the
stand

Jofé-Adgust 1940

facilities and selected industrial targets. This would be followed by
an intensified second phase; a six week major aerial offensive
designed to destroy the Infrastructure and defensive capabilities of
the RAF, neutralise the Biitish coastal defences, wear down intial
resistance, military reser i i d
protect the buildup of invasion forces. This second phase would
begin on a day given the code name Adler Tag ~ ‘Eagle Day', the
date of which would be determined by the first period of fine
weather following the end of the initial phase. The prime objective,
however, would be the neutralisation of the RAF and its ground
organisation by attacking its aicraft, especially fighters, on the
ground and In the air, and attacks against bases and supply.
Installations and against its supporting industry. Once this second
phase had been completed in southern England, the offensive, in
keeping with the intended OKW plan, would then be extended
northwards in a series of stages.

During the third week of July, the Luftwaffe was ordered to a state
of full readiness and the final details and operational orders were
worked out. The unit strength returns from the three Luftflotten for
this week gave them a total of 2,076 serviceable aircraft of which
656 were single-engined fighters and 168 twin-engined fighters. Ranged against them was a total of
1,519 serviceable RAF aircraft of which 606 were single-engined fighters and 101 twinengined
fighters. The stage was now set for a battle that had no precedent in the history of warfare; the
greatest and probably most decisive aerial battle ever fought.

1-20 July

ln the broadest sense - and with some justification ~ it may be sald that the Battle of Britain began
on 30 June 1940. On that day, German forces had landed unopposed on the island of Guernsey, the.
largest of the four Channel Islands. Within the next 24 hours, this small group of islands, all sovereign
territory of Great Britain, would be under full German control. By the end of July, an operational
Luftwaffe landing ground had been established at the airfield on Guernsey and would be the only
airfield on British soll to be used by the Luftwaffe during the Second World War. It would be from here
that elements of JG 27 and a Staffel of Major Freiherr von Maltzahn's I1./JG 53 would operate against
Britain's defenders during the coming batle.

)

Shortly after the
Bitish evacuation
at Dunkirk, Lt
Julius Meimbens
and OBl Assi
Hahn of G 2 flew.
from Cherbourg to.
Guernsey This

G s
taken by Hahn.

Service personnel
excavating the

the rear fusclage.

Throughout the first 20 days of July, daylight aerial activity over Britain was
generally confined to bombing attacks on coastal shipping, port facilties
and industrial targets, while ‘freie Jagd' operations were fiown by the
fighters of Jafii 2 and 3. No fighters were lost in combat untilthe 4th, when
two Bf 1095, from Iil./JG 27 and 4.0))/LG 2, were claimed by P/O Smythe
of 32 Sqn during a mission over the English coast. Of the two claimed, that
from JG 27, although damaged, succeeded in returning to Théville, but the
machine from LG 2 was seen to crash into the sea, the pilot being listed
as missing. On the 5th, an aircraft from 2./JG 51 was slightly damaged in
combat with Spitfires of 64 San. No combat losses occurred on the 6t
but during the evening of the 7th a ‘Freiejagd’ by JG 27 resulted in the
downing of three Spitfires of 64 San. Although two victories were claimed
by RAF pilots, the only Bf 109 E listed as damaged that day, was an aircraft
of Ill./JG 27 which was severely damaged in a take-off accident at Théville

On the 8th, increased activity over Channel convoys resulted in the loss of three fighters including

the first B 109 E to come down on British soil. At 15.45 hrs this aircraft, ‘White 4", an E3 of 4./JG
51 flown by Lt. Johann Bohm, force landed at Bladbean Hil, Elnam, Kent after being damaged by 2
Spitire of 74 San. This was followed at 19.30 hrs by the second B 109 to crash i Britain, this time
an aircraft from 3.0J)/LG 2, which was shot down by 54 San and crashed near Sandwich, Kent. The
pilot, Lt. Albert Striberny, was captured after baling out. An aircraft from lil./JG 51 was aiso lost
action on this date with a fourth from I1./JG 51 being damaged in combat with 610 San. The &

saw Increased fighter activity over the Thames Estuary and Channel but, despite RAF claims fo
1095 shot down, only one, from I1./JG 51, was recorded as being lost.

0 saw me almost Immediately and rolled out of his tun towards me so that
a head-on attack became Inevitable. Using both hands on the control column to
steady the alrcraft and thus keep my aim steady, | peered through the reflector
sight at the rapldly closing enemy alrcraft. We opened fire together, and Immediately
a hall of lead thudded Into my Spitfire. One moment the Messerschmitt was a
clearly defined shape, its wingspan nicely enclosed within the circle of my reflector
sight, and the next It was on top of me, a terrifying blur which blotted out the sky
ahead. Then we hit.”

F/t & Deore, 54 San, commenting
81109 o /G 51 urng 2 cosTe?
a He 59 of Seendtflghommando 1




Luftwaffe Fighter Disposition during the Battle
of Britain - Pas De Calais
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On 10 July, the major fighter activity of the day
took place over the west:bound convoy *Bread in
the English Channel. There were no German
fighter losses during the moming’s fighting but a
JG 51 aircraft was claimed as slightly damaged
by a Spitfire from 74 San. In the aftemoon
battles above the convoy, one Bf 109 from 5./JG
51 was lost while a further two from 7./JG 51
were damaged severely enough to result in
forced landings in France, both pilots escaping
serious Injury.

“The whole cockpit stank of burnt
insulation but | managed to stretch my
glide to the coast, then made a belly-
landing close to Cherbourg. As | jumped
out the machine was on fire, and within seconds ammunition and fuel went
up with a bang!”

Ot Arthur D
' arica flows £ 8¢

“Suddenly the sky was ful of British fighters. Today we were going to be in
for a tough
Hotm. Hannes

H

On the 11th, 12th and 13th, attacks on Channel convoys continued resulting in one
51 being shot down near Dover on the evening of the 13th. On the 14th, battles again de
Channel convoys resulting in the loss of one aircraft from 8./JG 3 and a second from the
retuming to France severely damaged. Although skirmishes continued f
operations were hampered by bad weather and no further fighters were lost in combat
when a Bf 109 of I1./JG 2 was lost to unspecified reasons during an operational sortie.
the day on which Hitler would make his ‘Last Appeal to Reason’ speech, improving weather resulted in
increased fighter activity off Dover. In the early afternoon, the Defiants of 141 San were
by fighters of Il./JG 51 and I1./JG 2 for the cost of one aircraft of 9./JG 51 severely damaged. In late
‘actions over Folkestone and Selsey Bill, three more fighters from 9./JG 51 and IIl./JG 27 were badly
‘damaged with two of the pilots being wounded. Improving weather over the Channel on the 20th saw
an early afternoon attack on Dover which claimed two aircraft from 3./JG 27. The Geschwader suffered
a third loss during the late afternoon when the Gruppe Kommandeur, Major Riegel, was shot down off
the island of Sark by two Hurricanes of 501 San. Later, in an early evening battle that developed over
the convoy *Bosom," two more aircraft, both from JG 51, were lost to RAF fighters.
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21-31 July

I contrast with the previous day’s activity, the 21st was relatively quiet until mid-aftemoon when the
westbound convoy ‘Peewit’ came under heavy attack from elements of KG 3 south of the Needes
During the ensuing battle between the fighter escort and the defending fighters, one BY 109 from 7./JG
27 was lost when it collided with a 43 San Hurricane flown by P/O DeMancha. Both pilots were killed
in the collision. A second loss also occurred this day when a Bf 109 from Iil./JG 77 was lost for
unspecified reasons while on an operational sortie over the North Sea. There was ittle fighter activity
over the Channel on the 22nd and 23d but on the 24th, Channel convoys were again the focus of
twafe attention. An intense fighter battle developed over a convoy in the Straits of Dover which cost
JG 26 three aircraft. Oblt. Werner Bartels, the Geschwader Technische Offizier (TO) force-landed near
Margate and was taken prisoner, Lt. Josef Schauff was killed when his aircraft crashed in Margate and
his parachute failed to open and Hptm. Erich Noack, Kommandeur of the second Gruppe, was killed
when his Bf 109 crashed while attempting to land at Marquise-East.
Four aircraft from JG 52 were also lost in this action, one of these being Hptm. WolfHeinrich von
Houwald the Kommandeur of IIl./JG 52. On the 25th, another ferocious battle took place over a convoy
passing through the Dover Straits th

would last through most of the afternoon. This action saw the
seven fighters; one from 9./JG 26, one from Il./JG 27 and four from Il./JG 52. The seventh
loss recorded for the day was a severely damaged E-L from 5./JG 51 which was written off after
returning to St. Inglevert. Deteriorating weather over the Channel on the 26th and 27th limited atta

ks
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becn cngaged by 1
Sqn and eventually
shot down by aircraft
from 145 Sqn.

in any strength against convoys and other shi
attacks

ipping. On the 27th

carried out against both Dover and the convoy
‘Bacon’ but the only fighter lost in combat during thes

0 days

was an aircraft from 2./JG 27, shot down south of Portiand by a

Hurricane of 238 San at noon on the 26th

“We were no longer in doubt that the RAF would prove

a formidable opponent™

Despite better weather over the Channel on Sunday 28th, no

concentrated attacks on shipping developed u
when an incoming raid was detected headin
battle that followed one machine from 2.
two others badly damaged, of which one
Geschwaderkommodore, Major Werner Maide
the fighting this day was the highly respected
Malan. While some sources have credited \
credit the action to Fl./Lt.J.T.Webster of
engagement suggest that Malan may have
damage was actually inflicted by

Vebster.

1G 51 was lost an

San.

ntil early a

g for Dover. In the

was flown by the

and

“North of Dover we met some low-flying Spitfires. | shot down a Spitfire in flames.

But now I found myself in the middle

angry with me. They all rushed at me and that was my good luck. As they all tried

to eam cheap laurels at the expense

of a clump of Englishmen and they were very

of one German, they got in each other’s way

Well, I managed to manoeuvre among them and made them even more confused.
Nevertheless, | couldn't avoid being hit. Bullets bespattered my aircraft. The
radiator and fuel tank were shot up badly and | had to make a getaway as quickly as

possible. Luckily my engine held out

to the French coast, then It began to misfire.

When I wanted to land, the undercarriage wouldn't work. There was nothing to do

but land without It. | made a smooth

With more fine weather early on the moming of the 29th, Do

targeted by the Luftwaffe. A heavy raid in t

by the anti-aircraft and fighter defences and a

belly landing.™

this day resu

damaged in combat. Of these
51 crashed at Wissant a

crashed outside Calais with
illed.
46

pilot. With low cloud and

The two other air

of Britain on the 30th, al

reduced and no Bf 109s were lost

weather began to impro

conditions fr

strated

afternoon two Staffein of Bf
shooting up barrage balloons in

were intercepted by Spitfires of

were shot down but one B 109 was

Phase One ® 15

and forcedanded at Fécamp with a seized engine.



JUAé€-Rbgust 1940

1-12 August

ith a day of low cloud and mist heralding the beginning of a new month, the Luftwaffe paid litte

attention to the convoys around Britain and it was not until the mic-afternoon of 1 August that
the convoys *Agent” and *Arena’ provoked any reaction. During the day no fighters were lost in action
but three aircraft of I1./JG 27 were damaged to varying degrees in an RAF Bomber Command attack on
Leeuwarden airfield in northern Holland. Continuing poor
weather on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th again limited Luftwaffe
offensive operations and there were no fighter combat
losses. Fine weather early on the morning of the 5th saw a
furious engagement develop over the Kent coast between
Spitfires of 64 San and aircraft from JG 54, which resulted
in two Bf 1095 retuming to France damaged. Later in the
day, a battle above a convoy in the Straits of Dover saw one
aircraft of JG 51 shot down and another returning to its base
damaged. On the 6th and 7th aerial activity was again
limited as far as fighter actions were concerned. The only
operational fighter casualty during these two days was an
aircraft from JG 3 which was damaged when it force-landed
after an operational sortie on the 6th.

An undated ph
€ Molders
ebi, in iy

“Why marry now when there Is only England loft?
Marry later to celebrate the victory™.
Werner Mkers, $100/G 51, repiyin 0

Maor
scket and g  roquest from one of is plots seoking leave fo marry, 7 August 1940

wih other 0 the morming of the 8th and marking the start of a distinct new phase of attacks, the westbound
b ofJGSL - convoy “Peewit’ was subjected to a series of attacks more intensive than any made against convoys
during the preceding month. During the course of the day, three furious air battles took place over and
around the convoy. At the end of the day's fighting, nine fighters had been lost with a further eight
damaged to varying degrees. Of the units taking part, I /JG 27 suffered the most casualties with four
aircraft lost and two damaged, one of these losses being the Gruppenkommandeur, Hptm. Wermer
Andres who survived ditching his aircraft and was later rescued from the Channel by the Seenotdienst.

“The enemy fighters, which were painted silver, were halfrolling and
diving and zooming In climbing tuns. I fired two five-second bursts at
one and saw it dive Into the sea. Then I followed another up a
z00m and got him as he stalled”
/1. Jon Peo, 145 San comment
e botte sbowe the convoy Poowt’ 8 August 140

S/LDR. JOHN P

L (BRITISH), 145 SQN. RAF

ohin Peel was bor on 17 October 1911 and entered the RAF College at Cranwell as a Flight Cadet
R ] 1532 i i 19 50 Duxkod shocty g T Aada 1)
won or from the carrie
s P e 1 o Sqn, Royal Auxiliary Air Force, in September 1935 where he spent time as a
fying ins before moving, on 0 a suff position at Cranwell in July 1936, He returned to 601 Sqn
B

In July 1940,
of 145 5q.0n the 7th of that month, he shared in the desiruction of a Do 17. 0n the 11th, el is beleved
1 have shot down either a B 110 0r 3 Do 17, but was himself shot down in this action. He ditched in the
Channel off Scisey Bill and was rescued by the Selsey lifboat.

On the 17th, he claimed 3 damaged and shared in on the 19th. Again, on the
290 Ju88and on 8 B the DFC on
30 August. On 16 December he left 145 Sqn for a brief ding officer in November 1941, He survived

the war 10 retire from the RAF on 20 January 1948 with the runk of Group Captain.

om in Wel mmmmmsmmwmmmoymmm.m
on the training ship General Botha in February 1924 and joincd the Union Castie

s«amuupummwnmmshuwwmwmm;mmm
in the RAF and began his 2 E & RFTS 1936. From Filton,
he went on 10 No.3 h: ed 10 74 at

109
muzdapnﬁnﬂeboI7m-lﬂzmz(rdn-mo\tmlkwmﬁdllx0!€mll]m

nigh 18/1 11152nd on 12 July, he shared
Inxhnhslnnhmnlnmnlonﬂk 19th, he claimed the probable destruction of a B 109. On the 25¢h, be
claimed another B 109 as damaged and on the 28th, destroyed one Bf 109, claiming 2 sccond 2s damaged. On § August be

t00k command of 74 Sqn. On the 11th, he claimed two Bf 1095 as destroyed and onc damaged and on the 13th claimed the destruction of oo
“ ; he destroyed 2 Ju 88 and damaged 2 second then, 0n 17 October, claimed 2 B 109 3 3 o

and possibly two Do 175.0n
On the 22nd, he destroyed a Bf 109 which was followed 23rd He B 109 a0d st
destruction of another on the 27th and claimed  further B 109 0n 2 December He was awarded the DSO 0n 24 Decermber

On 21 July 1941, Malan was awarded a Bar t0 his DSO and in October of that year, was scnt on 2 tour of the USA w
lecture and liaise with the US Army Air Corps. He survived the war 0 retire with the rank of Group Captain 0d rerumed with bis
South Africa in 1946. In addition to his British awards, he was awarded the French and Belgian Crotx de Guerre, the Freach Legion 4
and the Czech Military Cross. He died in South Africa on 17 September 1963,

Activity over the Channel on the Sth and 10th was slight and no fighters were lost on opera:
although a B 109 of 1./JG 53 was written-off on the 9th when it hit 3 Flak emplacement wh
an emergency landing on Guernsey ue to engine failure at the end of an operational s
weather on the 11th again saw the Jagdwaffe out in Strength undertaking ‘Freiejagd over the
Sussex coasts and escorting attacks carried out on Portiand, Weymouth and Chanx
Intensive fighting developed during the early moming and continued throughs
deteriorating weather in the afternoon brought most aerial activity to an end. The aircraft
actions of the 11th almost doubled those of the 8th, totalling 14 fighters lost and two dar
losses to JG 2 alone almost equalled those incurred on the 8th and included the G
11./JG 2, Obit. Adolf Steidle and the Staffelkapitan of 6./JG 2 Obit. Edgar Rempe

With Adler Tag set for the following day, the morning of the 12th dawned bright and clear. This Gay
would witness the first attacks to be carried out against RAF airfields and coastal RDF stations. Set in
a series of stages, the attacks moved back and forth along the south coast throughout
airfields of Hawkinge, Lympne and Manston came under heavy attacks and Ventnor RDF
heavily at around midday, was put out of action. Pressure was also maintained in the attacks ag
coastal shipping and harbours with the convoys *Arena’, ‘Agent’, *Snail’ and *Cable” recening part
attention. Despite the ferocity of the day's fighting. fighter losses were lower than tho:
In all a total of nine Bf 109s failed to retum from the day's actions including that flown by the
Gruppenkommandeur of ll./JG 53, Hotm. Harro Harder. A further five aircraft received various
of combat damage, one of which, from 1./JG 2, was subsequently written off.

The attacks carried out against the airfields and RDF stations during the 12th were severe and
gave a foretaste of what lay ahead. Although the airfields of Hawkinge, Lympne and Manston were
serviceable the next day, it was a full three days before, Ventnor RDF would function again. leaving
vital breach in the British warning system. Fortunately this loss was disguised from German signais
intelligence by having the Ventnor signals transmitted by another station until repairs were completed
at the site.
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ABOVE: The port side of the
B 109 E of Oberfeldwebel
Werner Machold of 7./JG 2
showing his cight victorics

LEAT, A posed propagands

RIGHT. German Army personnel
wopraph on an

d French MS 406 1t an
unidentificd location following
the fall of France

ABOVE Uttz Rudolf Rothenfelder nd F Wieser
O T11/JG 2 take 2 rest on the wreckage of 1 Bloch
at Couvron on 10 Junc 1940,
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LEFT: Taken on 13 May 1940, this
photograph shows Oblt Hubertus Freiherr
von Holtey,Stffelkapitin of 5

ing beside the starboard wing of 3
s two cmblems on its
starboard side. Abead of the windscreen is
the white JG 26 'Schlageter’shield with its
script black S' while bencath the canopy is
the 5 Stafel cmblem of the Hans
Huckebein' cartoon raven character which
s black with white eyes and a white or
yellow beak

7626

RIGHT: Taken at the
end of the Batte for
France, this photograph

lossor
B1109 E3 2 landing grom nea Sigry o Pett at the end of
the Bat n domarcation 02/71 schero. Althou ugh n E3 It

retains the earfier llyk of canopy and appea
instead of the more commonly seen location on the fin. This aircraft survived the summer
battles only to be lost in an accident on 17 April 1941 while on th

1G 2 Richthofen
Geshcwader badge
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11./J6 51
*Axt von Niederrhein"
emblem

Mosserschmitt Bf 109 E-3 Obit. Werner Pichon-Ki n Hofe, Technical Officer IIl./JG &
Oblt. Werner Pichon-Kalau von Hofe's Bf 109 E3 as It nvpoiud Guring the midsummer of 1940. Finished
in a high demarcation 70/71 camouflage scheme it carried the Ill.Gruppe ‘Axt von Niederrhein’ beneath
the cockpit ledge.

8./J6 51
Black Cat
emblem

&‘

RS

on the cowling of the
aircraft in the forcground is that of 8 Staffel which
had been 2/)G 20 before it became a part of G 51
Both sircraft are finished in the high demarcat
71/02/65 scheme.




22 e Battle of Britain Phase One ® 23

LEFT. Asmourcrs install an ammuni
The wing cannon are 20 mm MG FFs.

i drum in the wing of 3 B 109 E3,

“I could see the entire
British island...”

Konrad Jiickel, JG 26

BELOW: A mechanic carries out maintenance (0 the Daimler Benz DB 601
somewhere in France during 1940

ginc on a B 109 E3

was borm on 12y 1917 i Limbch, Saony At the e of 12, became 3 member of he Hider Youth
s e e s i s s
i ot i modl o which 1 was avaed 6 iz on seversl oecasions |
ienes st i in ol nd hle consruction. | volteerd for the Fufafe and enliscd
o o il €, this vl the Abeislenst | epored to Dresden for my cxaminatin
i B, seponed for duty i e, Sl 1 had 10 1ea | wonid hecome a pilocsince 1
ot e g 4 a meehani Howevessince | apprenty had the s reied
o become a i was ssgned 0 figh rnin.
et i o he A figh ceificte Thn | eceved ey i
1 gt cemihcne at Secisbeim, e Minchen:At Neuruppin 1 receved my C flight ceriicate
e et e 53,1 113, nd ovr el Then 1w sked s to-which brancofthe L1 i
o s g 05 s teaiing shool where 1 met pilots who had fought gains
e inuructos was ot who i soredseven kil
116 26w ormed Oberlximqnt i Neumann v the SaGapian 1 s s 10 ncihs
my rcten Tt i s e gt G 26 which wasniknamed th Adamson Sl At Ne
I ema e smaon <. o i commander s ipm.Wecmer T who was rlcved of i command b
fighing it
el was on 28 Nay 1940 ver Ostnde, el We were cngaged i an i bt when a Hurricane appeie
Minehepe ot Gown the Englihman who would atherwise hve sot down Minchcberk
o 115 comias sois of whic heteen 75 and 80 had contac with he enemy The Bt i
v it ol they s 1 g s ] was Gsta Sprics wingman. L was rsponile o securin
i and st confs s kil T meant tha  had .
e s 30K ot s e W ecored s o St whic th Englih wonld iereps
ot i was o horh of o G Nz W wee illcd
g ovr he watesof e P Channel. | aready b experc
e approch Mgt o the i ove the se.
i v Loon 1w separtefom he Safel an fo securiy chimbed t0 11000 metes The weather
s oo clogds. T ot s he et B and i the siver rflection romthe v Wit such marvelos ccn
Lo watch out forcnemy fighers a1 e home

followed by the

put Neur

mann had returns

ELOW always intercept o

Ground crew undertake synchronisation
sjustments 1o the MG 175 mounted abave th
Daimicrficnz 601 ngine this B 109 E1, red 10

1 responsibility. Ebeling took command of a Staffel which was re<

monastery, On our first mission to England, 1 had this odd fc

e flying over water when I used 10 land at Swineminde

ABE109 E3 possibly of
16 borne from

carlir posi




ABOVE Taken i July 1940, this photograph shows the BY 109 E of i Wil
Meyerweissflog. (W 5377) of Stab/JG 53 being refuclied from 45 gallon drums carricd

the back of & Commer lorey which has been presec Into emporry asfeld ervice 12
La Villaze on the island of Guernsey.

Emblem of
4./1G 51

ABOVE AND RIGHT: The B 109 E-1 of Lt Johann Bohm of 4/JG 51 at Bladbean Hill Kent scen the day after it was brought down. To
right s 2 closcup view of the rear fuselage and the 4 Staffel cmblem and at cft, now raised up on ts undercarriage (o form 3
photographic background for these members of the R A F recovery team.

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 Lt. Johann Bohm 4./JG 51

This was the first Bf 109 E-1 to come down Intact in the British Isles when on 8 July, after being.
damagiod by a Spitfire of 74 Sqn flown by Sgt.E.AMould, Lt. Bohm was forced to put his crippled alrcraft
down at Bladbean Hill at Elham in Kent. Although not very clear in photographs, the upper surf;
camouflage of this aircraft appears to be 70/71 with the fut carrying a heavily applied mottio
belleved to be a combination of one of the upper-surface groens and 02. The white number ‘4" Is outlined
In red and the ‘Weeping Bird’ emblem Is closer to the Balkenkreuz than usually seen.
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Mommlmnm Bf 109 E3 cﬂ,l /3G 27

represent a play on the name of Lt.Ulrich Scherer, a 3.5t
I actlon on 20 July. On the cowing I the 10 27 ‘Affke emblem consisting of the heads of
2 Nogress and a Loapard superimposed on a map of Africa. The origins of this emblem can
be connects her Hauptmann Helmut Riegel or Oberleutnant Gerd Framm both of
Whom had family connoetions with the former German colonies in Afrca.

BELOW: Flown by Oblt Werncr Schuller, B 109 E3 W 3225, Yellow 11"of 1/36 27
s airborne from an airsiip in Norm

during July 1940, The dark rudder is be

sh (RLM 02) Also visiblc are the white scissors immed

Gruppe badge
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Messorschi
Leutnant Franz F|hy s m 109 £4 Yollow 14' of 3./1G 2 with an up

been 02/71

Balkenkreuz nm o ol vlllb(llty reduce

imitt Bf 109 E4 of 3./JG 2

per ‘0 scheme that Is believed to have
Hing of 71 on the fusslage skles and tal. Note o the broad white areas of ]
d by being overpainted with the fuselage mottling, making the cro

nt of Balkenkreuz although the thin outer black borders are stil faintly

led are the JG 2 memmr-n shield beneath the windscreen and on the cowling, the bive s

yellow 3.Staffel ‘Horrido’ pennant which would later be adopted by Helmut Wick as his porsonal em|

3./JG 2 'HORRIDO"
aff m
Lo ABOVE: Franz Fiby's BE 109 E-4 of 3/JG 2, Yellow 14", over France in July 1940, wearing a dark,
Dl ippld camoullg onthe g e s camination of e o
indand appearance and thin black borders have been created by the overpainting
o the mty eca whoe 3 the cross

LEFT AND OPPOSITE: The B 109 1
296F of Obit Werner Hartcls,
Technical Officer of 11L/JG 26 lics in &

aireraft wh
return 1o frontine duties The photos
clcarly show that the new paintwork
was applied around many of the

put on show beforc being scrapped.
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Technical Officer Iil./JG 26
Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 W.Nr.6296F Oblt.Werner Bartel L/ 2
A rebult o repalred machine as ldentifled by the °F suffx to the W the aircraf Is fitted with th
heavier framed canopy and windscreen more usually seen on E-3 and E< variants. The upper surface
camouflage is understood to have been 02,71 which, like the heavier canopy, may well have been
applied when the aircraft was repalred.
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ABOVE ANDABOVE RIGHT. I these two phoxogzaphs, Obk WemerBarel
5 51 has now been aiscd and had it undereariape extended &
ration for remaval from the

site of ts forced-anding

RIGHT AND BELOW
Obit Bartels' BE 109 E-1 is

Phase One ® 29

in much wone cor

ABOVE: Another view of Werner Bartel's machine at Croydon, this time
D e in Ao Croe pablicty photograph. Duing an s e Bate
o Bl many apaed Laftwall At were exhibie for cither
ropaganda purposes or to scrve as backdrops to fund aising cvents for
war bonds or the well-publicised ‘Spitfire Fund

<] closed to within 20-30 metres and fired with
both machine guns and both cannon.

The upper gunner really had some nerves...”
Hans Schmoller-Haldy, JG 54

L the time of the armistice, we were near Paris That evening | was awoken by the officer-of the-day
lﬂmmx e ol e g Fndhoven n e Netherand. The Stk o 10900 hours and we
hours.We made an intermediate landing to refuel. The Battle of Britain was about to begin
On 26 June 1940, was wounded in the leg. | had taken off from Eindh
was reported
Schuwarm. 1 banke
rapidly closed o
and continued firing at me.As fong as 1 was directly behind him, he could not fire through his fin and could oo
100 rapidly and I would have rammed him, so 1 had to turn away. I could sec his tracers and the gunner had 2 good G
‘my underside. My engine was shot up and  fclt a sharp pain in my leg. Fortunately, the aircraft did not buen. | pulie
the throttle.1 was losing blood and I reported on the radio that I was wounded. 1 landed at Eindhoven and was immediately
there. It is amazing that the Blenheim was able to continue flying for another 200-300 kilometres.
1lay in hospital near Eindhoven for two weeks. | returned to flving in August
wsions over England with my leg wrapped in bandages. During a six-week period, all of the piloss in
my deputy and I, were lost Thie last sortics were flown by only two o three pilots The British were now so strong that they cou
way across the Channel. We had started the French campaign with 12 pilots but now 1 had only £z, Kitzinger and £ Knipscher. C
mission, Knipscher was shot down. Kitzinger and | transfecred to Jever The basc commander, an Obersiless
bring in my Stagfel.Lt. Kitzinger was standing in the doorway and I pointed to him and said: “This is my Staffol”

d was flying in formation toward C
bove him near Amsterdam. 1 reported the Britis

grected me and
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ABOVE: The Chitcau de 1t used as the headquarters for 116 3.

EFT, The Chiteau at e € et near Audembert, which was used by

4
Adolf Galland's I

BELOW: The Chiteau du Désert near Desvres, used as 1 headquarters by
Sab 116 3
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BELOW: A B 109 E1 of the Second Staffel of an unidentificd
Batte. Just visible against the motting beneath the cockpit s the name ‘M
name of the pilot's gilfriend.

in France carly in the
possibly the

7./16 2
Staffel emblem

BELOW: Taken in Franc during Junc.July,this photograph

shaws the cowlings 7./JG 2 BE 109

removed prior to the applicat e Staffl emblem.
Designed by Ofw. Erwin Klce and Lt Hans Schmid, the

sblcm consisted of 4 thumb pressing down onto 3 top hat
Note the stencil or the cmblem lying o0 t0p of the
compressed air bortles and spraying cquipment in th
reground The B 109 E in the background bearing the single

b the aircraft in which the

Gruppenadjutant of 1L Gruppe, Obit Adolf Stcidic ost his lifc

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of Obit. Adolf Steidle Adjutant of
The Bf 109 E-3 of the Adjutant of Iil./JG 2, Obit. Adolf Steidie, which was lost on
11 August after crashing near Cherbourg following combat over the Channel

with RAF fighters.
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“We came face to face and shot at
each other simultaneously...”

GERHARD SCHOPFEL, JG 26

was ppoinicd Safelhapiin of 9,16 26 on 23 Sepember 1939 Ve spnt 3 quictauumn o 193 1nd
T it e o s e i s by e i
pensiad 1.6 2

Muncheberg from the G
During the campaign against the West, | chalked up four victorics. In fact, my first acrial combat
{mpressed itself on me more than my frst actual victory. | remember | encountered a Belgian Hurricane
in the Beauvechain area.We came face to face and shot at each other simultancously. What is apparent

i such an encounter is that you do not know in which dircetion your opponent will o nd. of ¢ L
f'you each have the same intention, you could collde. | do not know if I hit him but, in any case, he g
got me several the wings. Fortunately nothing vita in my aircraft was destroyed —

So, the western campaign ended for me without 00 much damage and we prepared for the next

step. 1 you ask the question, did we feel fear before action? - 1 would like 10 tell you the following shor
ung, 1 was a ‘pathfinder’. With my gang, we often went to play in ruins. I suffered from vertigo and remained on he &
hat 1 chose o join the Luftwaffe? Pr

 story. Wh

Twas y
when my comrades were playing high on the walls, Was it to defeat this fear t
onders to enlist, 1 was very anxious and I really wondered if 1 had choscn the right arm of service. But when [ was in ac
worry,all my fear disappearcd

I had the same feeling during my entire carcer as a fighter pilot. Between the end of the camy
.1 was anxious to know how things would go;but tension of the Sitzbereitschaft disappeared s so0n the star

jpaign in France and the

of By
climinated all fear.

One of my first victori
very high altitude. I succeeded in firing at hin

of the Battle of Britain is a good example of this ‘fear-non fear’ factor. 1 had a
which continued to fly horizontally be

Mhe pilot lost control of his aircr
\d when I decided to fly away and return to 1

and crashing. We were already in France. I overflew the crash site
me troublesome and I had to land immediately. Fortunately, I found a large field and belly-landed withor

s a German Luftuwaffe hospital.A doctor arrived quickly at my landing site and took my heart beat. When
t beats as if you were sitt

in astonishment and said: * You fust bad a dogfight, you've made a belly-landing yet your bear

a book - amazing!”

BELOW AND RIGHT: Hiptm. Alcxander von Winterfeldt, Suffclkapitin
B 109 EYellow 4'on

AWar, was called back

order to take command

the previous commander, Hptm. Wolf von Houwald having been

Killed in action. Von Wintcrfekt's place was taken over by Obit. Kark

Heinz Metz
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ABOVE: B 109 E1'Black 12'0f 1/]G 27 i pictured here shorly afer taking
o during the summer of 1940, showing to good advantage the
1t retracted. Note also that the flaps
are sull in the partally lowered position to assst in taking off

uneven cycling of the undercarr

Hptm Alexander von Winterfeld:

8./162
‘Wolfhound" emblem

LEFT. AB(109 B,

probably
carly August

ABOVE. The Kommods
Channel in July 1940,

LEFT: A closcup of the JG 2 shicld con

BELOW: AT 109 E-1 possibly of 3 /G 2 seen at Saint Quentin on 27 July 1940.

The shicld was white with 2 black border and
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RIGIT AND BELOW: Oberslcunant Harry von Do
. Kommodore of G 2 scen here wearing the
wimmwestc sl the cockpat of b B 109

ad of July 1940, Note the Script R’ Richthofen

e Gruppcoadodeat wiikh appesrs

the uncommon colour of yellow
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“We fought for Fatherland, =
not the Fihrer...” !

'WALTER STENGEL, JG 51 - -
‘was born on 5 July 1907 near Kehl am Rhein and I started flying gliders in 1929 Then,in 1934.1 started .

I Feceiving fe iing oa powered secraf and 1 receve my plo’cerificte Froa 1936, flcw 2.3 :
reservist in the Luftwaffe. In the autumn of 1938, 1 was commissioned as Leutnant in the Reserve. It A
7k oly el | oo o lde pllot che ayhomfh: ek the Wela period | bac v

B et e e Wi e e lu\udvl o Pathertand o the Flbrer
1 was called to active service on the night of 25-26 August 1939. 1 went to Karisruhe where my

group met at the railway station and from there we drove t© Augsburg. A written order came in
Luftgaukommando Minchen transferring us (o E Staffel 4 at Furstenfeldbruck.1 had flown the He
BI certificate. 1 was supposed (0 report

Blitz reconnaissance aircraft but not the Do 17.1 had o
10 an Army reconnaissance unit. I spoke with Z#. Rittmeier whom I knew and who got me 3 transfer t0 2
even though I had no fighter training.

In November 1939, 11JG 51 was formed at Eutingen. | was assigned to this unit as a fighter pilot without any fightc
afraid that 1 would not see any combat before the war was concluded. My Kommandeur was Major Kramer He was
Burgaller. We were stationed at Friedrichshafen on Lake Constance during the winter of 1939-40 The edge
killed on 2 February 1940 when he crashlanded on the ice and slid into the water below. Hptm. Giinther Matthes took

We had strict onders not to cross the French border s0 as not to provoke the French in any way There were 3 few
10 intercept French reconnaissance aircraft but we were (0o far away from the Rhine and we could not pursue the
was the Kapitan of the 6. Staffel.

My e was during the French campaign over Dunkirk when the British Army was evacuating. On
Hurricanc squadron which scemed to consist of beginners.They didn't fly a defensive circle like our other opponeats b beaded

vas the first time that I nm rmn the guns on my Bf 109. Priller shot down two. I did not score any kills during this ca
Aifferent seicld every othe:

A e i o Fane COorshEhens Wener Mk
Wissant when he took command. I was wearing my flight suit which had been holed during a lowlevel attack at Char
when my aircraft had received a hit. Since I did not have a replacement for the ceremony, Molders had authorized me

1 flew a total of 505 sorties of which 115 were during the Bate of Britain. | was just the fourth pilot 10 receive an auxiliary fuc
cartier, We flew mostly escort s during the Battle. My most memorable mission was on 29 July, as escort for 3 Ju 87 formation whic
attacked 4 convoy of 22 ships. We had to admire the courage of the Stuka pilots since they flew such a slow aircraft. Our unit sustained the
most losses when attack. the Stuk: direct hits, destroying their tangets A secu
tack manzged another nine hits Of the 22 ships,only four came through unscathed. We had our firt fcality on this mission whes
Emmerling who landed his Bf 109 in the Kanal off Calais was later found dead

100k over the Geschuwder from Oberst Theo Osterkas




38 @ Battle of Britain

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of Stab/JG 2

The B 109 E-3 of Major Harry von Bilow-Bothkamp the Geschwaderkommodore
of JG 2, illustrates an example of the heavily stippled mottie applied to the blue
65 sides of JG 2 alrcraft during the summer of 1940

von Bilow-Bothkamp is helped with his ife vest

Phase One ® 39
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40_e Battle of Britain n A

ahs 1o

RIGHT: Luftwalfe units ofien went 10 great et
cnsure that their aircralt were concealed from the air

Pidots take an alfresco 3 g
meal whilst a B 109 E35 p s

BELOW: View showing 3 typical camouflaged fighter

“Molders called me and just said:
‘Let’s shoot them down!”

Ericit KiRcies, JG 5T

ollowing a short rest after the Western Campai e S G e s R T
F S ot T/ g e ot O AT TS Pt o S VST g o
Komiodere,Ober Thieo Oieiamp peefve deot o lexie e GesenpddanInthe bR lecacs NOIdEiE A e ciog 4 e
B a folders had been shot down
in France with .5 ken .m«...« hefore belng elcased on 30 Junc. L Sireaty very sty et e
honour if he kept me as i Adjudant and Rottenflleger. He (00K over the Geschiwader about one week later and kept me at his side.
nission flying at the head of the Geschuader i Sunday, 28 July and nearly ended in catastrophe. We flew
d nearly over, Molders odered the Geschuuder 1o turn for home while he decided to fly some distance from the
i, pectiaps so that he things from a better folders and I thus found We
b worse was the fact that it could get out that a Kommodore
had flown over England alone with his wingman. Goring had personally written an onder (o forbid such a situation; he wanted to prescrve his
Kommodore! When we decided to turn back, we spotted three Spitires fling 112,000 metres below us. Molders called me and just said:*Ler’s
shoot them down?” The ming out of the sun and our higher position gave us a good advantage. Molders approached the
enemy aircraft and wok up a good position. At that moment, having the task of watching our backs, I spotted more aircraft and warncd him:
Achiung! A Staffel above s and anotber one in our backi” Molders answered:*Be quiet! They're ours!™ trusted him: from afar,aireraf are
only small dots and are very diffcult o identify The ‘Staffen’ quiekly approached us. Now. we saw with horror, that they werc not ricnds.
Coming in from a higher i openul fire. We . approaching the s which had not seemed to notice

BELOW: 1 109 Fs of 1 /)¢
theie wooded dispe

years of age, Ost

Molders started shooting and & spur.: went down. Suddenl, e weresurrounded by bulle and were forced 10y away W dived sway
in oppos s Ivery q 4,000 Ifinally
succceded cacaplng the Betsh,1 Hrkded $ael and Uicovered i my (...um fad b«n hit twice,
Buc I was \(ry o S5 T S G e o S T B 1 g e 3 T ey
e e S e e A R very moment, he was
n his way (0 hospital
Goring had already been informed of his fate. That same day, I was ordered 0 call him personally. I did it with considerable anxiety and I
received the biggest bawling out of my whole life. Fortunately, Molders was not long in coming back. We all remembered for a long time after
that, his first Abschuss with JG 511
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RIGHT AND BELOW

RIGHT Aftet havin
0

BELOW: The B 109 F
r the Ch
the olde

of July 1940,
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ABOVE, ABOVE RIGHT AND RIGHT. A

srence, due (0 the lack of
hat many B 109 ran short of
made it hack to France or had
sea.Here another B 109 E3 of

personnel arc trying 1o salvage the

 the water returns.

10.He was killed despite making an attemp o
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“HORRIDO" emblem of 3./JG 2

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E4 of 3./JG 2

This unidentified BY 109 E4 of 3./JG 2 exhibits two variations from finishes seen on other aircraft of th
unit. Finished In an 02/71 scheme with heavy fuselage mottie of the same colours, it carries n JG
beneath the windscreen and the width of the black borders of the Balkenkreuz have been increa
reduce the visibility of the white segments. The yellow and biue “Horrido’ pennant on the nose
by Helmut Wick as his personal emblem, was designed by Uttz. Franz Jaenisch, the colours alle
Swedish connections of the one-time Staffelkapitan, Hennlg Strumpell.

Red Cat
badge 4./)6 52
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N

o et S

THIS PAGE: On S August 1940, Hptm. Douglas
ded

RIGHT: Civilan
technicians pose for 3
photograph with a

B 109 E1 of 2/1G 51
15 backdrop probably
in France in carly
August 1940, Note a
part of the Statfcl
cmblem s just visible

below the cockpit.

LEFT. B109 EYellow 13" 3,16 4 in Franc
during August 1940. Note, this »
in the Staffcl, this machine docs fot carry

‘emblem on the side visible
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LEFT. Reportedly taken at Guines during.
shows ‘White 4 and other aircraft of 7.
camouflage finishes dispersed beneath the trecs on the

perimeter of the airficld
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Werner
Molders

Youth
Wemer  Molders  was  bom  at
Gelsenkirchen/Westfalia on 18 March 1913, At
the time of Werner's birth his father, Victor, was
working as a teacher in England but with the
outbreak of war in August 1914 he was forced
to escape home 10 Germany aboard a neutral
Dutch ship. On returning home, he joined the
German  Army and  was  subscquently
commissioned as a Leutn

t,only 10 be killed
while serving with Infantrie Regiment 145
near Vauquois on the Argonne Front on 2 March 1915 shordy before Werner's second birthday.
Following the death of her husband his mother, Anna-Maria, returned to- her family in
Brandenbunw/Havel, faced with the difficult task of raising four children (Hans, Anne-Maric, Werner
and Victon) on her own. The Molders family were devout Catholics but lived in a very strong
Protestant envi . Since offer a form of lonely loped
10 3 very serious boy and would retain 4 seriousness all his I

Service in the Army

Deciding to follow in his father's footsteps, Werner wanted to become an army officer
Obraining his ‘Abitur at the age of 17, he enlisted in the small army allowed to
Germany by the provisions of the 1919 Versailles Treaty. On 1 April 1931, he joined
IL/IR 2 at Allenstein in East Prussia. In October 1932, he was transferred o the
Kricgsschule at Dresden and to the Pionierschule at Miinchen in June 1932 With
aviation becoming the great dream of many young Germans who remembered the
First World War exploits of Bolcke and von Richthofen, the risc to power of the
National Socialist Party in 1933 and the creation of 2 new air force gave Werner the
opportunity o transfer (o that arm of the services. But, as with his future
contemporary Adolf Galland, Molders would also suffer problems. Whereas Galland's
eyes were deficient, Molders suffered from a fear of heights, a fear that he would
conquer with a major effort of willpower.

Service in the Luftwaffe

On 6 February 1934 Molders joined the DVS (Deutsche Verkebrsfliegerschule) at
Cottbus and remained there until the end of that year. Following his promotion to.
Leutnant on 1 March 1934, he trained with Kampliegerschule Tutow and Jagdfiiegerschule

April 1936, he led the Jagdschulstaffel of 11/JG 134 Horst Wessel at Werl in Westfalia where his
commanding officer was HMajor Theodor Osterkamp,  veteran of the First World War, credited with
32 aerial victorics. On 15 March 1937 Molders took command of 1.Staffel of 1/JG 334 at Wiesbaden
and his unit, equipped with the Heinkel He 51, would be successively redesignated 1.JG 133, and
then 1/JG 53 Pik As.

The Spanish Civil War
“The scriously-minded Molders was stilla bachelor when he was st to Spain in May 19380 the
24th of that month, he succeeded Adolf Galland as Kapitdn of 3,/) 83.This was the fiest time that
the paths of the two men crossed At the same time, the obsolete He 51 were replaced by the new
BE 109 Dora which would later be replaced by the Emil becoming the best fighter used by either
side during the Spanish Civil War. Combining his own abiliics with the qualities of the
Messerschmitt fighter, Molders quickly achieved success and in his first aerial engagement, shot
down an 115, Four days later, two further victories were added, another 1115 and an I-16. With the
exception of an SB-2 shot down on 23 August 1938, Molders would claim only Polikarpov fighters
the end of his stay in Spain. On his return to Germany on 5 December 1938, he was credited

Werner Molders @ 51

with 14 vi dditional three that were unconfirmed. Promoted 1o H asthe
highest scoring German ace of the Spanish Civil War, he was then temporarily m.::‘:n =
been Galland carler) 10 the Air Minisry (© sawdy and improve fighier tacics biscd upon
expericnces gained durin the Spanish conflict. His influcnce was 10 be cnormous in (at be
proposed the deployment of a loose formation of four aircraft - the ‘Schuarm’ - wp
two clements of two - the Rote”.

‘Sitzkrieg’

10 his old ighter unit t0 lead 1./JG 53 formerly-1./JG 133). It was during this time that he acquire
his nickname of ‘Vati’ (Papa’) due to hi o perience and rigidity This nick was.
not intended 35 offensive bt one which was born out of espect. Noone feared Melders and be
was very popular amongst his plots. He was not an impetuous man and could drink 3 glass of beer
ike - but never two!
o socese i Spin were parlydue 1o s good fortune i cccivig he bes st o 3
(ime, then the Sitzkrieg - or Phoney War - was 10 prove that he was an cxcelient fighter pilot and
actician. His introduction t the new campaign was, nevertheless, quite unsetding. On 8 September
1939, h led thrce other Bf 1095 in an attack on six French Curiss H75s of GC IV/4 north of
Karisrube. In the ensuing dogfight, Molders'BY 109 was hcavily damaged, forcing him 1o crash tand
13 field near Wolfersweilcr-Trapped in his cockpt and slightly wounded. be had 1o wat for 2 oca!
Fak crew to release him. Strangely, the French pilots involved claimed two victorics, atributed i
hree pilots 8/C Cruchant being credited with two claims combined with two other pilots!

‘Molders recovered quickly and claimed his first victory over the border twelve days latc
Taking off with his Scbuwarm to Trierhe destroyed another 175 of GC 115 from a patrol cxcor
2 reconnaissance aircraft. Sgt Quequiner,piloting N°21, was able to balc out of this aircraft which
crashed near Merzig 5

Afer being promotcd Kommandeur of IL/JG 53, Molders celebrated his pew command b
<hooting down a Blenheim 1 (L6694) of No. 57 Sqn engaged in reconnaissance along the Mosclc
on 30 October 1939 but would have to wait until 22 December to obtain his thind victory
France. While escorting a Do 17 P of 1.(F/123, he attacked some fighters identified as “Morancs’
but which were in fact, Hurricane Is of No. 73 Sqn RAEWith his wingman, Obir. von Hahn, be sho
down two (L1967 and N2385) near Budange. With the onset of bad weather, the first months
1940 were quit but on 2 March, at the end of a very scrappy encounter, pim. Molders and U
Neuhoff were able to claim two Hurricancs (L1808 and L1958) from No. 73 Sqn which crx
near Metz. The following day, again around Metz, Molders engaged a Morane Saulnicr 406 of GC
113 T was claimed destroyed bt in fact,C/C Kocrber, athough wounded managed ‘

aircraft at Toul airficid. On 26 March, another MS 406 was claimed near Trier, but this

e Mot f o7 S has plo.F10 Edae - Cobbecr Ko ofthe RNZ
baled out after having previously been shot down on 2 March! On 2 Apei another Hurricanc
ime from No. 1 Sqn, was shot down near St Avold but the pilot was abic to forceand his heavily
damaged fighter behind the Allicd lines and avoid capturc :

On 20 Aprl, lL/JG 53 were flying in the Zweibriicken arca where they encountered Curtiss

/4 escorting a Potez 63.11 reconnaissance aircraft of GR 1/36. In the combat

reraft guns shot at both sides! An H:75 N°136 fell to Molders while another was
by Hak-The pilot, €/C Cruchand, was seriously wounded but managed to crashiand his

fighter near Biesbrilck. On 23 April, Molders claimed

his last victory of the Sitzkrieg when he shot down a

Hursicane 1 (N2391) of No. 73 Sqn during the L \\:1\ hff‘ I

morning near SicrcklesBains, the pilot, Sgt €
i Dy s cas

nal

Hptm. Molders was credited with nine addi
victories while Adolf Galland flew only ground
support. By the time Galland did transfer to the fighter
arm, Werner Molders had 23 official victorics.

The Campaign in the West
On 10 May 1940, G 53 was based at Wiesbaden
airield and Molders had to wait four days before he
was credited with his firt victory during the invasion
of the West, this being a Hurricane on the 14th of the
month. During the firs days of the attack and mainly
‘over France, I1L/JG 53 had to escort the bombers and
ordered not to attack enemy fighters. On 15 May,

~
SO

£
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This B 109 E-4 was

Surberpmann Glock
auf (With luck from
the people of Saar')

another Hurricane was claimed by the.
Kommandeus; but it would be a French cockade.
that was later painted on the rudder of all his
aireraft to recond that particular victory. On 17
May, LG 53 was transferred to Douzy, near
Sedan in France from where the unit flew air
over the Webrmacht spearheads
advancing near Cambeai. On 19 May, Molders.
was credited with a ‘P36 lmost certainly a
Bloch 152, which was often confused with the
Curtiss). During the evening of the 20th, Mokders.
claimed his 13th victim, a British bomber.
described as a ‘Wellesley'. On 21 May, three.
MS 1i06s were shot down (apparently aircraft
from GC /6 and 111/6) and on the 22nd, it was
the wrn of a Potez 63,11, N'315 of GAO /514,
shot down near Montigne de Reims. Anothier.
Morane was lost during the evening of 25 May
(Molders' 18th victory) and on the 27th, two Blochs, thought to have been from G
south of Amicns.

U, were claimed

With 20 victories over Fra

and 14 in Spain, Molders was awarded the Ritterkrous w
Loc airfield, near Le Selve. On 31 May

LeO 451 of GB 1/12.On 3 June, during Operat
operation), Molders claimed two victorics

ch
near Abbeville, Mlders shot down,
n Panla (aunched primarily a5 a propaganda
Curtiss H75 (which, in fact, was a Bloch 152, and
which was subscquently identified on his rudder with a Britsh roundel?) and, very unusuall, 3
Spitfre. Exactly, what a Spitire was doing near Paris a a time when all RAF units had retreated 1o
their bases in England to fight over Dunkirk is unclear. The ‘Spitire’ was probably a D520 of GC
1/3.Two days later, Molders experienced altogether diffcrent circumstances. At around noon, he
was credited with the destruction of a Bloch 152 (N'651 of GC I/87) and a Potez 63,11 (N"250 of
GAO 501) and later that afternoon, whilst on his sccond mission of the da
Moranes” attacking some B 109s. He decided to intervene but the
potent D.520s of GC 1/7. Having mated the enemy type, Molders was shot down by /Lt
Kené Pommicr Layrargucs, his B 109 E3 crashing near Canly. Molders was able (o parachute to
safety,but was captured on the ground by soldiers of 195¢ RALT, an artillery unit who set upon
im before an officer intervened. Interested in the man who shot him down, Molders asked o
mect him, only to find that Pommier Layrargues was already dead, having been brought down and
Killed at Marissel a few minutes after their engagement
Molders ended the Westfeldzug in a French POW camp at Monuferrand.With the fal of France,
he was eventually freed at the end of June 1940 and this is where there is cause for some
interesting speculation! If he had been captured by the British in May, he would almost certanly
have been sent 0 a POW camp in Canada, ending the war in safety and terminating the carcer of
t pilot. But as a prisoner of the French, he was liberated and became - posthumously - a
ying egend. Which was the better fite?

was presented to

spotted some.
1S 4065 turned out (o be

inderest

The two young

summer of 1940,

Sitting in the cockpit

of his B 109 EWerncr

Molders i scen here
deseribing another
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The Battle of Britain
After a short period of leave, Molders, promoted t Major on 19
July, returned t 11L/JG 53, Soon afterwards, however he lef 10 take
over command of JG 51.At that time, Adolf Galland was appointcd
10 Jead HLAG 26 after having shot down 14 plancs in the
e

As is often the case, establishing a new command proved
e for Molders, On 28 July, the new Kommodore damaged 3
pitfice 1 (P9429) of No. 41 Sqn, RAF Wounded in the thigh. the
Dot F/OADJ, Loel, mansged t0 and bis damaged siecrat 3
Hornchurch. F/O Lovell survived 1 become an ace in his own
right, only to be killed in a flying accident in 1945, Shortly
afterwards, Molders himself was shot down by F/Lt John Webster
of the same Sqn.This was Webster's fith claim but he was killed
on $ September 1940 when his parachute faled @ open after
baling out following a collision with another Spitfie of 41

Sq0.(Author's note: another source attributes this clatm o the
ace, Sailor' Malan of 74 Sqn - see page 17). Wounded in the knce
Molders was able to forceand his damaged Bf 109 on the French
coast.He returned 1o his unit on 7 August, but would have to wait
some time before he could fly again.

On 26 August 1940, Molders submitted his
27h claim, another Spitfire. By
September, his score had reached 40 enemy
aircraft shot down, proof that the battles over England were very intense 2
on that day, he was was credited with two more Spitfires (X4417 and N3245,
of No. 92 Sqn and was awarded the Oak Leaves to his Rifterkrenz. He was
only the sccond member of the German armed forces to receive the
days later, Adolf Galland also received the award, becoming

decoration. Foy
the third person to do so. It was at about this time that Germ
devised a kind of competition between the two aces. One publicati a
be for Molders' another “for Galland in reality however, Molders was
interested in such “competition”. He told Galland:“Ir this war. 3¢
tbe Richibofen and I the Bolcke™ - yet further proof that the serious
Kommodore

Molders score continued to increase; on 27 September, it was 3 Spifire
over Kent, possibly P936:4 of No. Ermest Scott, who was
shot down a B 109 - his fifth confirmed victory. ¢
October, another Spitfire 1 went down (X4562 of No. 66 Sqn) and nexi ¢
three Hurricane Is (P3896,V7251 and V7426) of No. 145 Sq. On 17 Octobe
Molders claimed another Spitfire (R6800 LZN of No.66 Sqn.) followed by
three more Hurricanes on 22 October (possibly from Nos.

a5 more interested in tactics than glory

25qn. piloted by Sg

16 and 257 Sqns) off the English coast. Molders now had .
his fiticth victory. Galland reached this total eight days

later. From the beginning of October, Molders became the
first pilot to test the new B 109 F in combat, which s00n proved superior (o
contemporary Brtish fighters. Certainly, this also helped in his subsequent
successes.

After spending a few days leave skiing, JG S1's Kommodore returmed
action at the beginning of 1941 Exploiting the relative inactivity of the
Luftwaffe in the west (the German High Command was preparing 10 attack the
Sovict Union and had moved many units to the east), the RAF were beginning
10 conduct sortics over France and the fighting now took place mainly off the
rench coast. On 20 February, Molders claimed two Spitfires (his $7th and S8th
victorics). Five days later, a Spitfire 1 (X4592 of No. 611 Sqn) was shot down.
and on the following day he scored his 60th victory. Gallind had to wait until
15 April 0 attain the same score.

On 13 March, Molders shot down another British ace, /L Aeneas Donald
MacDonnel. MacDonnel, from No. 61 Sqn, was born in Baku in 1913, and was
the 22nd Hereditary Chief of the Glengarry Clan. Leading 3 sweep over
Northern France, MacDonnel (credited with nine or ten victories) was shot |
down by Molders (his 62nd victory) and baled out into the Channel. He was [
rescued by a German motor boat but remained a prisoner of war wntil 1945,
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‘The new versions of the Hurricane and Spitfire
proved no match for the Bf 109 E This is well
icated by a st of Molders's claims for the period:

15April Hurricane II of No.615 Sqn

16April  two Hurricane I1s of No.601 Sqn
(one claimed s a“Spitfire”)

iMay  Hurricane I (Z3087) of No.601 Sqn

6May  Hurricane II (Z2743) of No.601 Sqn

8May  Spitfire IT of No.92 Sqn.

Molders' aerial victories declined following the
transfer of JG 51 to the East. On 21 June, Adolf
Galland - then with 69 claims - was the first Liftuaffe pilot to add the Swords to his Ritterkreus
On the eve of Barbarossa ~ the German invasion of the Soviet Union, Molders had only’ 68 claims,
but on the day of the invasion, he claimed an 1153 (which mu
Spain!) and three SB-25 shot down. He was awarded the Swords but this time as the second pilot

ust have brought back memories of

10 receive the decoration.

Srie it and | s e ecafesl ol nferoniiolther Comn

The rudder of Molders

BO109 F (note rounded

starboard wing tip in

background) displaying
bars

At this
counterparts and  this cnabled Molders and on 30 June,
n of no fewer than five enemy aircraft. By 15 July 1941, 0n his
torics and was awarded the Diamonds to
bis Ritterkreuz. By comparison, Galland, would have to wait until 28 January 1942 for this
decoration.

By this time, Molders had achieved an almost mythical status, seen 0 be deserving of
protection’. He was ordered not to fly Flugverbor’) to avoid risking his life at the front and was
transferred to the Air Ministry in Berlin. On 7 August 1941, he was promoted (o Inspector of
Fighters and left his unit and on 13 September 1941, he married Lovise Baldauf, the widow of a
fallen comrade

Molders could

e remained safely at the Ministry, close (0 his wife, but he was preoccupied
with the Soviet campaign and visited the Eastern Front many times. In the autumn of 1941, he went
10 the Crimea (o lead the combined operations of Stukas and

hers where he discovered

ch he tried to resolve. In spite of the Hugrerbot, he wanted to e

jportant supply problem wh
e of the

situation in the air by flying again. On 8 and 11 November, Molders
4B 109 of I11/JG 77 and shot down three more Soviet aircraft over Sevastopol and the
ally. Future Rifterkrestrag
Hohne, remembered serving as Molders' wingman at this time. After spotting enemy aircraft, the

Kertsch peninsula, though he did not record them off

Inspector led his Kaczmare
and “donating’ him his victories. It would scem that *Vari
Molders enjoyed the role of ‘counsellor’ and adviser

On 17 November 1941, Generaloberst Ernst Udet
tted suicide and Molders was called back to Berlin to

iving him instructions by radio

Obersticutnant Molders
a5 photographed by his
wife a his desk at the
N iy st b
leaving for the Eastern

assist with the funeral. Four days later, he began his journey 10 the cap
as a passenger in a He 111 of IL/KG 27 piloted by Obit. Kolbe, another
former flyer from Spain. The weather was bad and following an interim
stop at Lemberg, the Heinkel took off again but the weather
continued 10 deteriorate. Near Brestau, the port engine failed and
crew tried to land at the nearest available airficid. Schmicdcfelde. At Jow
altitude, the second engine cut and the He 111 1G+TH' hit the gro

near Martin Quander Farm at N*132 Flughafenstrasse. Molders was killed
at 11.30 on 22 November. He was succeeded as Inspect h
Adolf Galland.

As s often the case after a plane crash (Balbo, Sik
rumours circulated in some quarters about a plot to kill Molders bu
war rescarch has found these to be totally without foundation. It is
Cathollic, criticised the Nazi Party many times for its activitics aga

sky. T

Germany's greatest ace for such beliefs at such 2 critical period in the war

opinion, inconceivable:

‘Werner Molders was buricd in the Invalidenfriedbof at Bertin where M

later adopted the honous

already lay. His Geschrwader. )G
Asa postscript to this biography it is worth quoting the words of 200

nur Jagdflies

was more than that!

\

“Wir ware

-

vor- Molders was mebr als das!": *“We were oaly
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LEFT. BO109 E1Wh
France in Au
the Gruppe emblem and the two-coloured spin
the tip in the Saffel colour of white

Of 16 27 in flight over

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 1./JG 27 circa mid-August 1940

‘This Bf 109 E-1 of 1./JG 27 was finished In an upper surface camoufage of RLM 02/71
with the fuselage sides being covered with a light coating of mottied RLM 02 over the
RLM 65. The upper and lower cowlings have been painted yellow, as was probably the
rudder. Likewise, It appears that the spinner is also yellow with possibly one quarter left in
the original RLM 70 black-green with the tip being painted white in the Staffel colour.

RIGHT. An u
BOI09E
belicved to have been

dentified
716 51

photographed in France
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\BOVE: Ofw. Erwin Leykauf climbs into the cockpit of White 12'at
me in carly August 1940.As can be scen in this

s wearing ordinary shocs rather than i
‘practice as, in the event of the piloy
hin it was casicr to remove shoes than the more cumbcrsome

lying boots

Leykauf has now seuled in the

RIGHT: Tn this photograph, Erwis
both the

cockpit of'White 12'.Of notc arc
Sircraft number and fuselage Balkenkreuz

e small proportions

“It was a wonder that I was
not shot at...”
SIEGIRIED BETUKE, JG2

Iwn born on 24 June 1916 in Strassen, Pomerania. My mother's brother Erich Voss, was in the Ligftiafe

during the First World War but he was shot down and killed in 1918 whilst serving a3 an aircraft

‘observer, In 1934, there was high uncmployment in Germany.At the same time the military began (0
expand There was also 1o opportunity for me to find higher education 50 as to develop a career | was
Interested in becoming a pilot du t the fact that my unclc had been in the air force.At the be
of 1935,after | had taken my Abifur, | went into the Navy to become a naval pilot reported to the naval
<ehool in Flensburg Then 1 was transferred to the Lufhuaffe in 1936 where | completed the A, B.and ¢
(lindflying) courses at Celle

My first unit assignment was at Bad Aibling The unit latcr was redesignated JG 51. Douglas Pitcairm
was my Stafelkapitan. 1 was n his Staffe for one and a half years.Shordly before the war started. | was
transforred to Herzogenaurach, Then I went 1o Firstenfeldbruck to an Erganzungsstaffel with which | went to
Merschurg, On 1 May 1940, was assigned to 2.JG 2,the Staffelkapitan of which was Hptm. KarkHeinz Greiscr who
5

aning

pain.
During the French campaign, 1 scored fou Kills My frst kill was on 14 May near Sedan. | attacked 1 Moranc from

under my two cannon The other three kills were a Potez 63 (in our archive it islisted as a Blenheim on 25 May at
(0n 26 May t 09,403, and a LeO© 431 Gin reality a Douglas DB 7 at 20.10) Aftr shooting down the later, | aacked 2 sccond
myself shot down over Amicns. The combat had taken place on 31 May at lowdevel and | was shot down cither by the gunne
by Hlak.1 bailed out The LeOs had attempted to attack German troops. | landed between he ln
On the other side were colourcd French colonial troops and it was a wonder that 1 was not shot at. | had (0 go t0 a hos
sustalned concussion and | was supposed 1o stay there ten days but I retumed to my Staffel carly on 4 June without the
My uni’s doctor hadn't given me permission 1 fly since my injury had not healed. The unit moved from onc base (¢
conelusion of the campaign.

‘We deployed to the area of Rouen. | was promoted 1o Staffelkapitan when the previou
the Staffel for two and a half years until October 1942

During the Batte of Britan, | shot down Spitfires and Hurricancs. On my first mission over England. on 11 August, | shot down 1
Hurricanes over Southampton at 4,000 metres. | attacked them from behind and the first Hurricane immediately exploded and | had to tun
10 avoid the debris.The pilot of the second Hurricanc bailed out. My Staffe reported two other Hurricancs shot down during that clash. one
being claimed by the future Schuwertertrdger, Fu. Erich Rudorfler.

ies and 1 was rescued by Germa

us commander took over a Gruppe. | commanded
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RIGHT AND BELOW: A B 109 E1 of e Jagdgeschwader,

possibly 3.1G 2, probably seen n F he summer of 1940,

The aircraft i probaily Yellow & nt from the damage

10 the cockpit and he mud o the nding o -  probahy e B
cither a Plicgendenkmal'or  helylanding.

LEFT. A Schwarm of 5.6 27 B
'&. tl‘: v mottiog spplcd t the

Messorschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 7./JG 2
“White 5 of 7./1G 2 Is finished In an uppor surface schome of RLM 02/71
with the sides of the fuselage and fin and rudder covered In a fairly dense - > ol
mottie of the same. It carries style I1l.Gruppe symbol aft of tho Lz lvr'd il
Balkenkreuz and on the cowli Stafol ‘Thumb on a Top Hat' emblem

d Oberfeldwebel Erwin Kioe.

ing;,
designed by Leutnant Hans Schmidt

LEFT. B109 E1 White 5°of 7.

‘cowling is the 7. Staffel Thumb on a
Top Hat' embes
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LEFT. 8309 51 Voo %

LEFTAND BELOW: Two photographs showing 4 visiting He 111
940,01 note.

y o
oing over th RLM 5 o th fscag s an e o
7P et view miro mounied o the anopy famewor

9./162
| “Stechmicke’
(Mosquito) emblem

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 9./JG 2
“Yellow 8' of 9./JG 2 s believed to have been the usual mount of Lt. R
the designer of the Staffel emblem which consisted of a black and white
(mosquito) superimposed on a black-bordered white disc. The alrcraft is
been finished In a high demarcation of RLM 70,71 scheme with heavy ¢
02 and 71 and carries the earfier Iil. Gruppe symbol aft of the Balkenkre
thin black border. In addition to the Staffel emblem the JG 2 shield was ca
windscreen on both sides of the fuselage.

LEFT. Along with members of his

8

near Le Havee in early August 1940 The
elcarly visible Springwolf Staffel emblem
‘was taken from the family coat
the Stafelkapitan, Hptm Alexandes

LEFT: Obit Helmut Wick phosos
i carhs Augut whik e

‘Winterfeldt who by this time, had been e et v
promoted to take command of 11LJG 52, iyl ey
his position as Staffclkapitin taken by eyt e aigs 3

OBt KarbHfeinz Metz.
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1./1G 51
“Kitzbiheler
emblem

@.

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-3./JG 51

e sLe This Bf 109 E3 of 1./JG 51, ‘White 7" is finished in an upper schem
oy Mouse! heavy fuselage mottie of both upper colours. Beneath the windscree
©omblem 1./)G 51 ‘Kitzbiheler' goat emblem while beneath the rear of the canopy

emblem of a stylised running mouse carrying a revolver. A Luftwaffe POW
Gruppe who was Interrogated at this time, stated that this unit was kn
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11./1G 54
“Lion of Aspem’ emblem

Phase One ® 65

LEFT: Pilots of IN/JG 2 play with 2 canine
diness at 3 French airficld

8./1G 26
“Adamson’ emblem
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“My aircraft rolled over and went into Py
a spin...”

RUDOLF ROTHENFELDER, JG 2

was bom on 7 November 1918 at Kaufcring In September 1939, 1 was a member of 1.G 20 under the

command of Obit. Walter Ocsau with Major Siegfried Lehmann as Grasppenkommandeur of 1. Gruppe,

soon succeeded by Hptm. Hannes Trautloft. On 15 March 1940, several pilots were posted (o the newly-
created HL/JG 2 under Major Dr. Mix. Together with my friend Peter Neumann-Merkel, I was posted 10 9.
Staffel under the command of Obit. Hannes Rodel. I designed the Stagfel emblem - a stinging fly on a yellow
background which was our Stagfel colour

Follawing the successful campaign in the West, we left Evreux-West in France on 1 July 1940 10 go to
Frankfurt Rhcin/Main where we stayed until 26 July. We then returned to Evreux from where we started
our Battle of Beitain'.On 29 July, our wle irom fly
against England. The Geschnvaderstab together with the L and IL Gruppen moved 1o Beaumont.Le-Roger
where there were intensive preparations for the offensive. On 4 August, our Geschicader was ready for action,

ABOVE The emblem of 4G 26 - 3 ycllow tiger's head with red, white and

Fquipment for our pilots was wellsuited for the environment.We received a number of items which enabled us to survive over the Channcl R
Front. First, there was the yellow Kabok life jacket which was later replaced by an inflatable lfe vest.A flarc pistol with the appropriate flarcs was
attached to our leg and was t assist us by making us mo rvable if we went e drink’. Supplemen s was the yellow: X
ttached to our leg and was to assist us by making us more observable if we went into the drink'. Supplementing this was the yellow-dye pouch, Messorschmitt Bf 109 E- of Stab l/JG 54

which would make it casier t0 spot us in the water from the air Special attention was given 1 the pouch which contained our emergency sca. 11./36 54
8 s _ o o This B 109 E4, flown by Oblt. Albrecht Drehs, force-landed at Hengrove near 1654
ratons. Besides liocolae with caffine, Perviin tablets, and arious oxher s, here ws  smll botde o French cognac which needed o be A R G o o et ]
A first, fying over the Channel from Le Havre to the Isle of Wight was considered yei alt but we 100k measures to et o o e eameutiage s ALM 02/71 wth

Counte hi e Beore our ghirs took, oue Nebelindben: ook erowsof P oy dours s st ol e o TS 10 o et e des o the fusolag and i nd fuader ln.a
Sk o e Pl S o e b o s
Fepor 0 the Al Sare and Resce 5 0 wht pixobes cunmiterwa she clses The srestst doadhammen o B Ut

would also sce the smoke and they would know for cert: g I wasn'e

fong before we b h the services of our Nebelkrdben'.For sea rescue we used other measures. Neither the so<alled Udet:buoys', nor
the floats did the trick. Despite the promincnt display of the Red Cross on their wings and fuselage, they were shotup by the British The best
means of survival turned out 1 be the rubber dinghy which was dropped by parachute and the good old lfe jacket, not to mention the other
ment Last but not least, we trusted our comrades who reported our location on their return flight They did everything humanly
possible to assure that every means was taken to successully rescue us.
T must sing 4 song of praise (0 our comrades i the Navy and their rescue boats These were small fast boats which were always ready to g
10 action when we were flying against England and many of our comrades thanked them for saving their lives.The sune praise must also g0 to
the crews who were active in the Air Search and Rescue Service who flew the fying boats,the He 59 and the Dornier Wil
The period 4 -10 August was used t acquaint ourselves with the different conditions of the Channel Fron and the North Sea and to keep
the Channel under surveillance. In between these sortcs, we were always at readiness to takeoff which was a policy which had been in effect
since the start of the war and which the i e.0c lly we hadvisitors from the other
side’ which triggered an immediate emengency akeoff, but these were often without success. With & feeling of great suspense, we awaited our
first operational orders (o fly over to the opposite side’.To our surprise, on 10 August 1940,as we gathered together and chatted in our excellent
. our squadron leader, Hannes Roders, was called to & briefing by the Kommandeur that evening at 21,30.We awaited with great
anticipation for his recurn and it tumed out t0 be true—the time had come. Right up until midnight, we discussed the details of the forthcoming
mission. We would fiest ly at lowevel to transfer to Cherbourg Théville where other single- and twin-engine fighter units would assemble before
fiying i the direction of the Isle of Wight at noon. The operation was Top Secret’'—the news was even to be kept from our ground personnel

Winkel and bar were white with a thin black border. i

rescue equ

a . Units
came from every conceivable direction—the L and Il Gruppen including the JG 2 Geschuader Stf, our comrades from the Molders
Jagdgeschurider and several twin-engined Zerstorer units the base. Aficr recciving final instructions, we tookoff on our first mission
against England at 1055 hours on 11 August 1940.1t was a truly uplifing sight to see what we had assembled in the air They came o only from
Cherbourg but also the other airfields in the region. There were 100500 fighters and Zerstrer (Mc 109 Es and Me 110s) which were flying at
various altitudes towards the Isle of Wight. Our Staffel flew op cover at about 9000 metres and we could see, in the distance, that our fear that
the British would not come up (o engage us was groundicss. Over Portland there was aleady an intensive air combat in progress and we could

sce the first parachutes drifting t earth.In the water below, paiches which pilots The enemy had sent up 500
Hurri d Beaufigh ch were now engaged in wild dogfights with us
1 was flying in 2 Rolfe element with Fricke, who was flying s first combat sortic, when

of the sun by six Spitfires. Over the radio,  warned my comrade who unfortunately fuled to react.AS the Spitire was getting into position behind
me, 1 pulled up at full throttle and my aircraft rolled over and went into a spin right into the mass of fighting aircraft until I reached about 6000
metres, where I was able (o bring my aircraft under control and pull out of the dive. I saw Fricke's aircraft burning and diving towards the carth
bt hic was unabie t0 bail out.

“The first combat had (0 be broken off when we were low on fucl. Obit. Roders and L1 Kluge had each shot down a Hurricane. AS 1 was fying
back 0 base, I caught a Spitfire which went into the sea burning but unfortunately I did not have a witness.

“The first batle of the campaign over Portland was very successful for us.According o our own reports, we had scored 153 kills and we had
lost 48 aircraft. 1 cannot vouch for the accuracy of these statistics but they must be fairy accurate,
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Devil emblem of
2./1G 52 (early)

Messorschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 2./JG 52 belonging to Uffz. Leo Zaunbrecher

‘Red 14", the Bf 109 E-1 of Uftz. Leo Zaunbrecher of 2./JG 52 was forced to land In a fleld near Lewes after being
damaged In combat by P/0 J. McLintock of 615 Sqn. during the early aftemoon of 12 August 1940, It carried a
high demarcation upper camoufage of RLM 02/71 and the red painted 2.Staffel ‘Little Devil’ emblem
superimposed on a white disc was painted on the port cowling only. The alrcraft was also fitted with a rear view
mirtor mounted on the windscreen framing. Although shown n this profile with a red forward section, it Is
undorstood that some eye-witness reports stated that the spinner was red. However, whether these reports
referred to the entire spinner or just the tip is not known for certain.

BELOW: August 12, 1940 and Uffz Zaunbrecher's B 109 E1 Red 14
Selmeston, Sussex after being damaged in an cartier dogfight aboe I

52 lies i cornfeld at Mays Farm, ncar

Phase One ® 69

framework.
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ABOVE: Oblt Wolfgang Ewald, Stffclkapitin of 2/1G
sl personnt a1 Cbls n s 1910 ol el bl
B 109 £ Black 1 can be seen behi

o discussion with,

LEFT. This salvaged B 109 E1, Vellow 7"0f 6./1G 51 has been transported to
the airfild at Buc near Versailles prior to is being sent for repair Al
undated, it s belicved that this photograph was taken during carly Augy

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 6./JG 51

BY109 E Yellow 7 of 6./JG 51 seen at the Aeroparc at Buc near
Versalles during the summer of 1940. Finished in what is believed
to be an upper surface scheme of 02/71, the fuselage sides are
heavily mottied in one or both of the
weeping bird emblem
‘with brown or black details while the body of the bird Is
understood to be brown with black and white details superimposed
on a white shield with a thin black outline. It Is not knoy

any certainty if the ‘Gott Strafe England’ motto was carried
beneath the bird.

d umbrella

5 Of 1/JG 77 at Aalborg in Denmark relax
tside theie dispersal hut which has been
trophics obtaincd from the wreckage of

Beitish aircraft. 1./)
protecicd the northern reaches around Denmark, the
Baltic and the Skagerak

ander Ma

Prvaaasaas
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RIGHT: "Biack 10,2

ABOVEAND LEFT: Two views of the 3./1G 51
Huntsman’ mblem carried by som

Staffel’ aircraft during 1940, The
huntsman figure, with a musket ove

and careying a brace of Spifire:
the children's book Struwwelpeter

LEFT: Pilots of 1./G 51 probably
photographed a1 Pih < in carly
August 1940, From left (o right Ofw:

icrmann, P Josef Oglodeck,
in-Friedrich Joppien

RIGHT: Members of LYLG 2 relaxing
at readiness Third from left is Herbert
Ihlcfeld.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E
Camouflage and Markings
1939-1940

conhrmmg the identities of the camouflage colours and patterns worn by Bf 109 Es during
the Battle of Britain presents an intriguing but complicated challenge. While it is known for
the most part that the undersurface colour was usually a readily identifiable light blue, e.g.
Light Blue 65 (RLM 65 Hellblau), the diversity in upper surface patterns and colours is far more
difficult to ascertain.

ar photograph of

2 B 109 E1 showing
ginal low

M 70771 over 65

Splinter Scheme or Single Colour?

A careful study of photographs of early Bf 109s reveals that the upper surface splinter
camouflage patterns of Black-Green 70 (RLM 70 Schwarzgrin) and Dark Green 71 (RLM 71
Dunkelgrin) were applied with sharply defined, angular demarcation lines in keeping with
standard Luftwaffe camouflage practice. The splinter patters applied to the Bf 1098, C and D
variants were similarly typical for the E-1 and E-3 which, as with the earlier models, displayed
considerable variation on the fuselage sides where the pattern in plan view was extended down
to meet the undersurface colour. This remained essentially unchanged until the final months of
1939 when a more simplified form of 70/71 splinter pattern began to make its appearance on
some E models.

By the outbreak of war in September 1939, the camouflaged upper surfaces of Bf 109s
were regularly identified as being ‘dark greon’, Implying the use of a single colour rather than the
two dark greens offically specified by the Reichsiuffahrtministerium (RLM) in L.Dv.521/1
Issued in March 1938, Did these observations accurately record that a single upper camouflage
‘colour was being used or did the low tonal contrast between them prevent clear identification of

1939-1940 ® 75

Bf 109 E and

1./4G 27
“Jesau Kreuz' emblem

ABOVE: A clear photograph of two B 109 E-1s of 1)G

vidence of 3 splinter pattern can be determine
the BY 109 and the fact that there were many

ot beyond the possiblty that one or two bas

kely that completion would have been stopped because of 2 3

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 1./JG 1, later IIL./JG 27

A B 109 E-1 ‘Red 9' of IIl./JG 27 which, from careful study of photographs, apy
finished In a single upper surface colour of either 70 or 71. As with a number of
BY 109 E photographs that have been subjected to close scrutiny to date, no Indicat
upper surface colour has yet been determined. This has led to the belief that. for wha
some of these early models carried, at least temporarily, a single colour upper surface
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certainty

the two colours or, more simply, was this due to fading through inservice use and weathering?

During late 1939 - early 1940 and with the Luftwaffe fully committed to its wartime
operations, the probability of a single upper camouflage colour being applied to individual
aircraft or those of a specific nit is entirely credible. Although no valid or supportable
documentary evidence of any Bf 109 with a single upper camouflage colour during this period
has yet been discovered, it remains entirely plausible to assume that, for whatever reason,
some aircraft may have received a single colour finish to the upper surfaces on either a
temporary o permanent basis.

In the recent careful examination of a number of good quality original photographs, the
presence of a single upper surface colour on some aircraft is strongly indicated as may be seen
in the accompanying photographs. In the careful scrutiny of these original prints, to date, no
discemible evidence of a second colour has been determined with complete certainty.
Nevertheless, and until factual evidence to the contrary is discovered, it may perhaps be
presumed that contemporary references to a single dark green are nothing more than a broad
generalisation of the camouflage colour, the singular ‘dark green’ reference possibly being due
1o the low tonal contrast between these two colours?

RIGHT: The B 109 E3.
of Obit Hubert Krocck
of JG 53 23 scen in

November 1939, The

aircraft was finished in
the then standard low-

demar

camouflage
over 65 under

he original
he

oulage

itt Bf 109 E and Mar 1939-1940 ® 77

The Colours Change
The fighting in Poland made it clear that while the standard 70/71 Bf 109 camoufiage sche
at the outbreak of war was more than adequate for ground concealment, the same did not 8poly
10 aerial combat. As a result of these findings, numerous field trials 10 find  suftable
replacement were undertaken during the winter of 193940 uilising various combinations of the
colours Griingrau (aka RLM) 02, 70 and 7. The successful outcome of these trials resuited i
a new camouflage pattern of 02 and 71 that was considered more practical for airtoair

than the earfier scheme. Accordingly, an order was issued dictating that 02 would e
Green 70 In the pattern. Concurrently, the demarcation for the undersurface B
Increased in height to cover approximately three-quarters of the fuselage sic
entire vertical tail surfaces. Although this change effectively restricted the upper
al height of the demarcation var

rear of the coc

strict plan view of the aircraft, the
ly on the rear fuselage between th

aircraft, most promis
of the fin
Beginning in early 1940 with production of the Bf 109 E4, the 02,

repainted at either local or unit level, with the attendant broad nt
order. Some units were noticeably slower than of
those repainting their aircraft prompty, it must be realised that not all 2
would of could be repainted at the same time. On some aircraft the O
71 rather than the BlackGreen 70 as directed, while on many others
tail and fuselage were repainted, leaving the wing and fuselage upper sur
colours. That this occurred is evident from photographs and the con
‘summaries, which indicates that a number of Bf 109s in these ‘unofficial finis!
into the early autumn of 1940, Furthermore, t is entirely possid

been either older aircraft or those held as reserve of ‘spare’ a




Two carly 1940 ph

wographs of
wiy.

wings is one of the many
variations in the spli
camouflage pattern.

1G 2 ‘Richthofen’ Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 W.Nr. 4859 ‘Red 9' of 2./JG 2

Geschwader badge as. The alrcraft Is a-pcma prlov lo the beginning of the Battle of Britaln when 2.Staffel
was still using red ough the Hakenkrouz remains In the earller position

across both fin and mam, it l- ﬂnllned In the high demarcation 02/71 scheme.

designed by
Lt. Adalbert von Rothkirch und Panthen

Bf 109 E and M. 1939-1940 ® 79

ey were itherlost on operations or undorwent majorservicing. at whichtime the newer scheme
would, presumably, have been applied.

Wit these changes, which included revisions 1o the size, stle and placement of the
national insignia, several different examples of a simplified splinter scheme, including “mirror
image reversal pattems, began to appear. In these, the colour divisions were far less angular than
those of the original patters and are often seen in photogaphs to have a ‘feathered rather than
sharp demarcation, Although official confimation for this simpliication is unavalabe, 1 s
feasonable 1o assume. that. they were i :
implemented as a means both 1o expedite g : ‘*‘E{e
senice roquirements and 1o save on
materials and cost, regardiess of whether
the finish was of factory or inservice origin.

Summer 1940
As the aerial battles developed above the
south-eastern coast of Britain and the
English Channel in the early summer of
1940, it soon became clear that again,
more changes would be necessary 1o the
camouflage worn by Bf 1095. Whereas the
02/71/65 scheme had worked sufficiently
well over France and the Low Countries, it
was found that this was not the case in the.
air war against England. The high
demarcation level of Blue 65 on fuselage
sides and tails made the aircraft stand out
conspicuously against the waters of the
Channel and the English countryside. To
overcome this, several methods were
employed o tone down the biue, the most
common being an application of motling to
fuselage sides in either 02 and/or one or
both of the upper colours. One of the.
carliest reports of this occurred in mic-July
when Bf 1095 of JG 51 were reported as
having a fine, pale grey ‘overspray’ applied
10 their fuselage sides; an indication perhaps of one of the first uses of 02 in this
Taking into account the requirement to tone these areas down, it is entirely
order was originated, either at RLM level o from local area command with AL
allowing individual units, notably JG's 2, 53 and 54, to determine the extent
application as was dictated by their operational requirements. As the variations
far too extensive to describe in detail, it must be realised that while little similar
between individual units, a general uniformity of style and pattem was usually seen
aircraft of the same unit. Believed for the most part to have been 02, it was usually spraye
the sides of the fuselage and fin in varying degrees of density and patter. On so
this was occasionally intensified, usually where @ colour transition was made such as
roots of the wings or tailplane, by the random inclusion of one or both of the upper colours. B
contrast, the mottie applied by some units was in @ much coarser form, suggesting the use of
a brush or sponge, frequenty so dense that t took on the appearance of an almost solid colo
Noticeably, many aircraft wearing this coarse, stippled finish (e.g. JG 2) also displayed a
modified fuselage cross where the proportions of the white segments were reduced in area to
decrease their visibilly. Similarly, the height of demarcation between upper and lower colours
was often altered, with segments of the upper fuselage colours being extended down the
fuselage sides to random depths along s length. However some units, notably the third Grugpe
of JG 26, were markedly reluctant to add any form of additional camouflage to their aircraft and,
throughout 1940, retained the high demarcation finish with fuselage crosses and numerals
repainted in a smaller format than usual to help conceal the aircraft at higher altitudes.
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RIGHT AND BELOW: An example of one of the adaptations of
fuselage mouling applicd by JG 54 can be scen in this view of
Yellow 13'of 9. Staffel Also clearly visibi is the black bordered
yellow Staffel shield cor devil's head cmblem. the head
s red with black and whi

ining.
details

Messorschmitt Bf 109 E-3 of 1./JG 2
This Bf 109 E-3, ‘White 13' of 1./JG 2 Is seen as it would have appeared in May 1940
wearing a very high demarcation 02/71 upper surface scheme. The small proportions of
the fuselage cross and the position of the Hakenkreuz across the fin/rudder hinge line
Indicate that this is probably one of the earliest applications of the revised camoufiage
scheme. On the nose s the ‘Bonzo dog’ Staffel emblem designed by Otto Bertram while the
white 13 has a thin black border.

1./162
*Bonzo dog’
Staffel emblem

With more fighter engagements taking place over the Sea and Increasing numbers of  ABOVE: A formation of Messorschmitt B 109 E4 of 9./JG 54
teplacement aircraft entering service, camouflage variations became all the more widespread, (109 Es of 1)CR The photograph above and this colour proflle of Yellow 13", a BY 109 E- of 9./JG 54.
often becoming more varied when easily Interchangeable parts such as cowlings, rudders, 11 PLI U llustrate one of the variations in the striped mottling commonly used by this unit. In
armament access panels and battery hatch covers were swapped between aircraft to expedite this Instance, diagonally sprayed stripes of what appears to be 71 have been applied
servicing. Addtionally, two further anomalies appeared for which, to date, no firm explanation to break up the biue of the fin, rudder and fuselage sides.
has been determined. The first was a lighter centre to wing crosses that may or may not have
been a part of the random light camouflage overspray occasionally seen on wings or was
perhaps, evidence of the overall mottied finish seen and documented as being applied to someBf 4
109 Es during 1940. Although o documentary evidence to support this has been found, it is
reasonable to assume that the additional colour was applied to reduce the visibility of the wing . 9./16 54
crosses and blend them in to the upper surface camoufiage, thus helping to conceal the aircraft Devil's Head' emblem
from observation from above.

The second anomaly and one which is evident in many photos of B 109s from the period,
was the use of a light colour that wrapped around the upper leading edges of the main wings
and may clearly be seen in photos such as those of the aircraft of Obit. Paul Temme of Stab/JG
2 who force-landed beside Shoreham airfield on 13 August. From the detailed examination of
photographs of aircraft with this feature it is currently belleved that this was in fact, a
continuation of the underside Biue 65 of similar light colour, extended to encompass the areas.
of wing leading edge visible in a headon view. Whether this was an attempt to break up the
outiine of the wings when viewed from headon or an application characteristic of the location
where the camouflage finish was applied has not, to date, been determined with any certainty.

on the cowling of
it
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RIGHT: B 1095 of LEFT: As may be scen here, the Balkcnkrese on the up

11)G 2 take off on 3 surfaces of 3 number of B 109 durieg med to lxe 1940

sortic from parally coered by light mosthng -

L2 Johann Boh's B 109 2

unidentificd airfickd in
France While the first
be

1G 26 ‘Schiagete
embiem

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 6./JG 26 May 1940
Seen at Brugelette, Belgium at the end of May 1940, “Yellow 2 of 6./JG 26
‘wearing a lightly applied mottie to the upper surface 02 and 71 on the fu
beneath the windscreen can be seen the stylised JG 26 ‘Schiageter’ sh

ABOVE: Set up for Grey Camouflage? ABOVE: The B 109 £
bens cllbraion (i Athough ofte toally desroyed, fl enemy afcraft that came down i the Btish Isos during tho Wi 2 flown by ans

BOI09E of an

bodttpil Second World War were thoroughly examined by Inteligence teams from the Air Ministry and  pioctel 1S B
s another of the  RAF. The reports created from these examinations were known as Crashed Enemy AIfcraft  how the visibilty of
variations of motting  Reports, and recorded such information as Werk Nummer, engine type, armament, additional  upper wing
e e e o3 or special equipment and markings and colours. However, and o the disappointment of many  "kenkieuze have becn
postwar researchers, there were no set guidelines in these reports for describing the shades  overspray of pant Also
of the colours found on downed German aircraft. Generally, any examination of the paint was.
confined to an evaluation of the type of finish and occasionaly, some undamaged panels would i< e
be tested for paint durabiliy. b 15 e
By midAugust, the first uses of greys and blue-greys as an upper camouflage colour were  suficcs of wings and
making their appearance in these reports, appearing with increasing frequency as the batte  “IPlncs
progressed. ‘Light Navy grey’, ‘two shades of grey’, “light grey with dark grey motting’,
‘Battleship grey’ and ‘camoufiage grey’ were some of the descriptions recorded, along with
mention of varying shades of greengrey and blue grey. Were these an indication of the earliest
use of the greys 74 (RLM 74 Dunklegrau) and 75 (RLM 75 Mittelgrau) that would become the
standard fighter camouflage the following year or, as recent research and the variety in their
descriptions suggest, that they were colours created at unit level?
As illustrated on page 89, it can be seen that by mixing various percentages or combinations
of RLM 02, 65, 66, 70 and 71, a number of grey and blue-grey shades could have been created,
all of which would have been sultable for use, thus providing  perfectly credible probabiliy that
this I, in fact, what happened. As the use of the greys 74 and 75 was not officially promulgated
until the November 1941 issue of LDV 521/1, the likelihood that the assorted greys used during,
1940 were those from which the 74 and 75 were developed is a wholly convincing possibilty.

1 the rudder, fin and
fusclage sides
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BT Mosserschmitt B 109
early RLM 70/71

splinter scheme

70/71 Patterr
Port Side

RLM 71

Actual position of
RLM 70 on spine

varied considerably
between aircraft RLM 70

of RLM patterns applied to
aircraft varied considerably

RLM 71 o possibly 02

As Figure 1

As Figure 1

M70

70/71 Pattem Port Side Low demarcation line on fuselage between

upper camouflage and underside RLM 65 Bluc

m Messerschmitt Bf 109 E
1939-1940

RLM 70/71 simplified scheme 70/71 Pattern Starboard Side.

itt Bf 109 E and il 1939-1940 ® 85

Demarcation height variations

111./36 26

11./JG 26

m Messerschmitt Bf 109 E

simplified variation 1940

RLM 02 or 71 RLM 70 or 71

Height of demarcation
between 65 and upper
colours varied

Height and style of finish
at base of fin varied
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Four examples of Grey shade variations made from various RLM paint mixes
Although difficult to represent accurately in printed form, these four panels serve to lilustrate an
approximation of some of the grey shades that could be obtained by combining various quantities of

readily available paints such as 02, 65, 66, 70 and 71.
the height of the demarcation were widespread

Variance in height of Variance in height and
demarcation between style of finish at base
65 and upper colours of fin

RLM 65/66 RLM 02/65/66 RLM 66/02

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E simplified variation — summer 1940;
possibly ‘soft-edged”

As with the earfier *high demarcation’ scheme, variations in

m Messerschmitt Bf 109 E W.Nr. 3576
October 1940, Uffz. Amo Zimmermann

7./JG 54, in simplified ‘grey’ scheme

| _Figure5 | Scheme 1
Simplified RLM 71/02 e e

crash report and
photographs

scheme with 02 or
similar mottling on
fuselage sides

As with Figures 3
and 4 it would

appear that the
demarcation

betweenthe 71and |
02 was often soft

rather than hard

Mottling, when applied, differed
considaably botween unts \

Scheme 2

Very high demarcation between uppe
fuselage camouflage colours and B
sides. In Scheme 1, mottling appliec
blue sides and continues beneath tailplane to
leading edge of rudder. This mottling is also
present on the wing root fairings

1G 53 ‘Pik As'

11./JG 54
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ruppenstab and Staffel Markings and Colours
Stab Markings

The origins of markings for Stab personnel date back to the pre-war period, being allocated to
three officers of the Geschwaderstab: the Kommodore, his Adjutant and the officer in charge
of flying operations. Correspondingly for the Gruppenstab, similar symbols were allocated to the
Gruppenkommodore, Adjutant and Operations officer.

The entry into service of the Bf 109 made it apparent that the earlier Stab symbols would
need revising. Accordingly, FLInst. 3 Nr.730/37 Il 9 issued on 14 December 1937 by the
Generalstab der Luftwaffe included a set of instructions and diagrams for the appiication of
markings to fighter aircraft. Apart from containing detailed instructions on the dimensions of
numerals and their spacing, new locations and dimensions for Stab symbols were designated,
including a vertical bar symbol to be applied aft of the fuselage cross to signify Ill.Gruppe
instead of the earlier wavy line symbol. A horizontal bar aft of the fuselage cross identified the
aircraft of 1. Gruppe while those from I.Gruppe carried no symbol. All symbols were to be applied
in black with white edging and a thin black outline although it is evident in photographs and
other records that these markings were not always applied in either the colours or locations
officially specified. Despite the clearly worded instructions regarding the Ill.Gruppe marking, at
least two Jagageschwader, JG 2 & JG 52 declined to effect the change, retaining instead the
eartier wavy line Gruppe symbol. In similar fashion, il./JG 2 and JG 54 also declined o follow
the wording of the directive by using white as the predominant colour for their Stab symbols,
usually outlining them with a thin black edge. Likewise, I1./JG 51 also declined to display their
Gruppe bar by using the designated area to display their ‘weeping bird emblem instead of the
required symbol.

Staffel Markings

The ordinary Staffel aircraft carried a number which identified the individual aircraft within the
Staffel, and the colour in which it was painted identifying the Staffel within the Geschwader.
These numbers were generally applied in one of two forms with the figures from 2 to 9
appearing in either a ‘rounded" or "squared' style that usually remained constant within the
various Staffein

Although regularly positioned ahead of the fuselage cross, some units did adopt altemative
locations for these numbers. Ill./JG 27 chose to apply them to either side of the cowling
beneath the gun troughs while IIl./JG 54 placed theirs on either side of the forward fuselage,
Just aft of the rear edge of the engine cowling. Likewise, there were also exceptions to the rule
for Staffel colours; on several occasions, red was recorded as replacing the normal black of the
second, fifth and eighth Staffeln, the third (Jagd) Staffel of LG 2, used brown instead of yellow
and 5.Staffel of JG 53 is recorded as using grey numerals throughout 1940,

Spinners too received their share of colours. These were often repainted in black and white
in the form of halves or quarters or would merely have a segment of white applied to the base
Black-Green 70 spinner colour. In many instances the spinner tip or cap, if fitted, would often
be painted in the Stab or Staffel colour. While there are no reports of the 1944
“Spiralschnause” style of design being used at this time, those coloured bands that were
painted on Bf 109 E spinners during 1940 are recorded as being applied in concentric circles.

Colours

1, 1 & Il Gruppenstab  Green

1,4 &7 Staffein white

2,5 &8 Staffeln Black (or Red)
3,6&9 Staffein Yellow (or Brown)

The Red Band of JG 53
For a short period during 1940, all three Gruppen of JG 53, and only JG 53, displayed two
distinct anomalies in their markings, the purposes of which have yet to be fully resolved.

The first anomoly concerns the replacement of the ‘Pik As’ (Ace of Spades) emblem.
According to RAF Air Ministry Weekly Intelligence Summary No.60, Hermann Goring ordered the
©emblem be removed and replaced with a red band and the Geschwader renamed the ‘Red Ring.

t Ganther von Maltzas

replaced the unit’s Pik-As emblem. In early October, shortly after v
promoted to take over command of the Geschwader from Major von Cram
the red band was dispensed with and replaced with a newer style of PikA

Geschwader. While there is some evidence to suggest that it may have s
personal antipathy on the part of Goring, or possibly from some ideological difference with

leadership of the Geschwader, (H-) von Cramon-Taubadel is understood to have had  Jewsh
wife), the actual reason for the order has yet to be determined. In the past. several valid
theories for this change have been examined in depth, but most have been subsequent
disproven although one, containing some merit, Submits that it may have been nothing m
than a temporary identification feature. However, there was one event which transpired at
time and another which may have been of some significance. During early August. at around
time of the appearance of these red bands, Goring replaced the majority of the Jagdwaffe
Kommodore with younger men, although two units serving with Luftfotte 3, JG 27 and JG 53,
retained their existing Kommodore until October. Then, at the beginning of that month, after
Obit. Ganther von Maltzahn took command of the Geschwader from Obit. Hans-Jirgen von
Cramon-Taubadel, the ‘Pik As' emblem began to reappear on JG 53's aircraft in a somewhat
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newer and larger format than previously seen. As a matter of interest, the first recorded incident

of a Bf 109 E being brought down over England where the red band had replaced the ‘Pik As"
emblem occurred on 16 August. On that date the aircraft of Fw. Christian Hansen of 2./)G 53
force landed at Godshill on the Isle of Wight and when examined was reported in Crashed
Enemy Alrcraft Report No.11 as having a *...red band around nose 6 in wide".

The second anomoly, and one frequently recorded as a political gesture on the part of
the Geschwader, occurred almost concurrently with the reintroduction of the ‘Pik As’ emblem.
Many aircraft from Il. and Iil Gruppen had the Hakenkreuz on thelr fins overpainted, with several
pilots using these areas to display thelr individual Abschuss tallies rather than in the more usual
location on the rudder (e.g. Lt. Schmidt, Adjutant of I1l./JG 53). How long this lasted is not

known for certain but some aircraft of Iil. Gruppe were recorded as still without their Hakenkreuz
in late November.

Mussevschmm Bf 109 E4 of Ill./JG 53

f 109 E4 of Lt. Erich Schmidt, Adjutant of 111./JG 53 In November 1940. Hnlshud
T o upper scheme of locally mixed greys, tho ‘Pik-As
emblem has replaced the ‘Red Ring’ and like other alrcraft of the Gruppe, the. Sw:nnkn
has been painted out; in this case being replaced by the pilot’s ‘Abschuss’ tall

BELOW: Photographed at Etaples durin

18 November 1940, these two aircraft of the €
n the aircraft of this unit -

ruppenstab 111G 53 illustrate the second
nted Hakenkreuz. The aircraft in the foreground is that of the
¢ that in the background with the Pik As'emblem clearly visible on the cowling s that flown by

the Kommandeur, Wolf Wilcke

1G 53 Pik As
Geschwader

Bf 109 E and M

Tactical Markings

The requirement that visually, a military
recognisable to friendly forces is something of a pract
history of military aviation, numerous methods to resolve
With the Luftwaffe it was no different

aircraft should be invisibie

In mic-August, the fir
carrying distinctive yellow markings were being reported by RAF
denoting aircraft belonging to a ‘squadron of aces’, this assumptio
The earliest examples of the use of these markings occ
54 were recorded as carrying areas of yellow paint applied to wing a
10 top sections of rudders and on occasion, to the vertical
There is little doubt that these markings were established as a
air where such conspicuous markings were invaluable to both s
value, the Jagdwaffe were quick to increase the use of such colo
entire rudders. Whereas the application of either yellow or white pa
remained relatively constant from unit to unit, this was often not
rudders were concerned.

the case where

On rudders, it first appeared in the form of an inverted triangula
may be seen in photographs of Gerhard Schopfel’s Bf 109 of Il /JG 26 circ
long after this, other Bf 109 Es, often noted as being from IIl./JG 54, w
approximately one-thid of the rear vertical rudder surface painted yellow or p
on the Bf 109s of other units, the entire rudder was finished in one of these ¢
whole rudder was painted, the exact area covered often varied as occasionally
original Blue 65 would be left on which the pilot would display his ‘Abschuss
as black o red vertical bars that often identified the nationalfy of the victim and the

victory. In addition o these variations, at least two Bf 109 Es of the period are documente

where the entire fin and rudder were also painted in yellow but based on currently ava
information, these are seen to be the exception rather than the rule at this time
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Messerschmitt Bf 109 E -3 of 7./JG 26

“White 6' of 7./1G 26 llustrates the early form of yellow rudder
marking that was beginning to make its appearance on Bf 1095
during the middle of August 1940. Initially starting off as shown
here, It later increased to cover the rear half of the rudder surface
and finally the entire surface.

With cowlings, it can be seen from photographs that the area covered by white or yellow
paint varied considerably between aircraft, often extending rearwards as far as the base of the
windshield. Any unit emblems that would otherwise be hidden by this paint were usually masked
off carefully, and two such units, 1./JG 3 and Ill/JG 27, masked off the distinctive JG 3
“Tatzelwurm' and JG 27 numbers so as to leave them on a conspicuous rectangular background
of the camoufiage colour. From late August on, it is unusual to find a photograph of a Bf 109 €
without some part of its airframe covered in either yellow or white paint, and to date, no
significant explanation for the use of the two different colours has been ascertained,
suggesting that they may have been used somewhat indiscriminately. In addition to the use of

(T 1109 B3
“White 6'0f 7.6 26 00
‘which the carly
application of yellow
paint o the top
portion of the rudder
can clearly be seen.

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E Camouflage m t’?@oﬂ ”

Messerschmitt Bf 109 E-1 of 9./JG 51
upper scheme of 02/71.and

the I1l.Gruppe emblem of the ‘Axe of the Lower Rhine’ which had originated with the
Gruppe when It was 1./JG 20.

ABOVE: Badly
damaged, B 109 1

ook the form of an
faverted triangolar
area at the top
rudder.

the

16 51
“Axt von Niederrhe
emblem

yellow and white for these tactical markings, It is also claimed by some sources that re
likewise used for the same purpose. However, despite several detalled investigat
photographic or documentary evidence whatsoever has been discovered to support
Although some references suggest that the change from yellow to white occurred
of August, it is evident from the contents of Crashed Enemy Alrcraft Reports for the monts
September that both colours were being used concurrently by different units du
As far as current research has shown, it would appear that this use of white lasted only
period of approximately three or four weeks and was seemingly confined in the m s
based within a small sector of occupied France. During the last week of August, the fighter u
of Luftflotte 3 were placed under the control of Luftfotte 2 when the bomber units of the
were temporarily withdrawn from daylight operations in order to join the nightly attacks
centres of industry in the Midlands. However, whether or not this was in any way connected
the use of the white tactical markings for the single-engined fighter force, rema
speculation for the present.

Summary

While it is a wellrecognised fact that the RLM had a clearly defined administrative intent to
regulate Luftwaffe camouflage practices, it must also be distinctly understood that, as surviving
documentary and photographic evidence reveals, there were many exceptions to its established
edicts. Unfortunately, since very few original documents or diagrams are available from which
definitive information can be obtained, much of the interpretation for these variations must rely
heavily on informed and educated speculation based upon such material and knowledge as is
currently available.
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| Yellow and White Areas Covered area on spinner
and cowing varied

(approximation of areas covered
when yellow or white used)

considerably

»

it can be scen that the backplate

$-L Z; ¢ . has been lef in a darker colour, probably 70,nd a cap
T e as been fited t0 the front of the spinne.
g iy s = ‘%

L i R A s

BELOW: BE 109 E3s of 30) /16 2 sit concealed beneath the trees at Calais
Marck while unit personnel improve the cffect by suspending camouflage nets
above them. In the forcground, Brown 11°,in similar fashion (o other aircraft of  preparing for 2 mass take-off. On the rudder of the

the unit, hasonly the.rea hlf o he e paied yellow. The speckled ‘ of in the of yellow or white tactical(?) markings
n

appearance of ts upper surfaces arc not a mottled paint scheme but due (© the

sunlight filtering through the branches and camouflage netting, Not the Summer 1940
Note: Spinner colours varied £
considorably ranging from . v
complotoly yollow or whte o
blackgroen to varlous
pormuitations. -
variation 1 As per ‘Assi Hoh's
Lk Bf 109 E of /G 3
X
Note: Wick's B1 109
Wity 0 atellow nose -
had  whita backplate =
Z marked horo with X
Variation 2
Yolow segment appied  Yollow paint applied only
4G 2 (Wick), JG 27, 8./1G 54 to top of rudder - August  to rear section of rudder
. Schopfel, JG 26 and 85 per some Bf 109 Es

d Tiedman, JG 3 of 30)./1G 2
7 i i

Variation 3
le: ‘Assi’ Hahn's Bf 109 E, 1./JG 3
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NIGHTAND BELOW: A loseup view of e cockpi andsponer ares of
i arly showing the heavily applicd

pancls The broken plexiglass sha
was which led to an addi
2 the front windscreen on ma
Richthofen Geschwader badge below the cockpit which has be
crudely stippled around.

e
" ine,

BELOW: Claimed to be the aireraft of Werner Machold, his rarc
coour photograph showing an Abschuss lly of twenty e

0 TL/JG 2
cho
sc his score to twenty-{our with the claim for another

Victorics, s belicved 1o datc from 28 or 2

o Quercrle rom il on 30 e

ncar Portland.

LUFTWAFFE COLOURS
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